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BY DAVID AGREN 
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Pope Francis ended his trip 
to the U.S. with a call for Catho-
lics to keep the enthusiasm of 
the visit, while continuing to 
welcome newcomers and care 
for creation.

“Do not let your enthusiasm 

for Jesus, his church, our fami-
lies, and the broader family of 
society run dry,” Pope Francis 
said at Philadelphia International 
Airport, prior to fl ying back to 
Rome. “I pray that our days 
of prayer and refl ection on the 
importance of the family for 
a healthy society will inspire 
families to continue to strive for 
holiness and to see the church 

as their constant companion, 
whatever the challenges they 
may face.”

In just over fi ve full days 
in the U.S., Pope Francis 
reaffi rmed the importance of 
church and family life, pleaded 
for inclusive attitudes toward 
immigrants, reiterated the right 
of religious freedom and called 
or action on climate change and 
care for creation. 

The trip reaffi rmed the 
pope’s enormous popular-
ity with Catholics and non-
Catholics alike as large crowds 
convened — even with tight 
security — while media cover-
age was comprehensive.

Pope Francis, who met again 
with Vice President Joe Biden 
just prior to leaving Sept. 27, ac-
knowledged the warmth of the 
welcome in his fi nal remarks.

“Your care for me and your 
generous welcome are a sign 
of your love for Jesus and your 
faithfulness to him. So, too, is 
your care for the poor, the sick, 
the homeless and the immigrant, 
your defense of life at every 
stage, and your concern for 
family life,” Pope Francis said. 
“In all of this, you recognize that 
Jesus is in your midst and that 
your care for one another is care 
for Jesus himself.”

The pope visited Philadel-
phia as part of the World Meet-
ing of Families. He delighted 
droves of well-wishers with an 

off-the-cuff speech on family 
life. At Independence Hall, he 
spoke in Spanish on respect for 
religious freedom and urged 
immigrant communities — and 
all Americans — to remem-
ber their roots and embrace 
diversity.

“You should never be 
ashamed of your traditions,” he 
said. 

Pope Francis also stopped 
in New York, where he visited 
a Catholic school in Harlem, 
addressed the U.N. General As-
sembly and led a multi-religious 
gathering at ground zero — a 
“place which speaks so power-
fully of the mystery of evil.”

“We know with certainty 
that evil never has the last 
word,” Pope Francis said. “In 
God’s merciful plan, love and 
peace triumph over all.”

In Washington, the pope 
addressed a joint meeting of 
Congress, visited later with the 
homeless and canonized St. 
Junipero Serra, “who reminds us 
all of our call to be missionary 
disciples.”

The visit involved politi-
cal and pastoral aspects. Pope 
Francis arrived fi rst in Cuba, 
having helped the decades-long 
estrangement between the com-
munist country and the U.S.

In the U.S., his speech to 
Congress was widely watched 
and touched on topics such 
protecting life in all its stages, re-

ligious liberty and acting against 
climate change. He touched on 
his environmental encyclical, 
“Laudato Si’” again in his part-
ing remarks.

“This land has been blessed 
with tremendous gifts and op-
portunities,” the pope said. “I 
pray that you may all be good 
and generous stewards of the 
human and material resources 
entrusted to you.”

His message of unity, kind-
ness and caring captured Catho-
lics and non-Catholics alike — 
especially in Philadelphia.

“He’s bringing a sense of 
unity that I’ve not seen here,” 
said Rodney Barnes, a social 
work student and non-Catholic 
attending the papal Mass in 
Philadelphia. 

The exact impact of the visit 
remains to be seen, though early 
signs are promising.

“In terms of articulating his 
message and generating en-
thusiasm and connecting with 
Americans, it was a tremendous 
success,” said Andrew Chesnut, 
religious studies professor at 
Virginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity. “Only time will tell if there’s 
lasting impact in terms of more 
parishioners in the pews and a 
new spirit of partisan coopera-
tion for the common good.”

In his fi nal speech, as in 
some other, Pope Francis 
ended with the words, “God 
bless America.”

Pope urges US Catholics to keep enthusiasm

POPE FRANCIS addresses U.S. President Barack 
Obama and guests during a welcoming ceremony on the 
South Lawn of the White House in Washington Sept. 23. 
(CNS photo/Paul Haring)
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the renewal of the church in Central Texas.
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though name will be withheld from publication on request. 
We reserve the right to edit or withhold all letters. Please 
e-mail to catholic-spirit@austindiocese.org or mail to Edi-
tor, Catholic Spirit, 6225 Hwy. 290 E., Austin, TX 78723.

HOW TO SUBSCRIBE
Subscription rates are $12 for one year. To subscribe, 

send check payable to Catholic Spirit to CATHOLIC SPIRIT, 
6225 Hwy. 290 E., Austin, TX 78723. Members of a parish 
in the Austin Diocese may receive the newspaper for a re-
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name and city. If receiving duplicate copies of the 
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(512) 949-2400, shelley-metcalf@austindiocese.org
Spanish translation: Gina Dominguez 
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Correspondents: Kira Ciupek, Burnie Cook, Amy Morac-
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Catholic Spirit subscribes to Catholic News Service 
(CNS) and is a member of the Catholic Press Association.

Copyright 2015 by the Austin Diocese. All rights re-
served. Reproduction of any editorial content, photograph, 
art or design is prohibited without written permission of the 
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Offi cial appointments
Bishop Joe Vásquez has issued the following 

appointments: 
• Father Pedro Garcia-Ramirez, pastor of 

Santa Teresa Parish in Bryan, effective Oct. 9.
• Father Efrain Villanueva, pastor of St. 

Elizabeth Parish in Pfl ugerville, effective Oct. 9.
• Father Jayaraju Polisetty, parochial vicar of 

St. Mary Cathedral in Austin, effective Oct. 2.

A message of  thanks
Bishops Joe Vásquez and Daniel Garcia wish 

to extend their appreciation to the many people 
who have written to offer their personal gift of 
spiritual bouquets to them in preparation for the 
World Meeting of Families and the Synod of 
Bishops. “We are grateful for your support and 
your pledge of prayers through participating in 
the Holy Sacrifi ce of the Mass, Adoration, and 
the Rosary,” Bishop Vásquez said.

BY CHRISTIAN R. GONZÁLEZ
CATHOLIC SPIRIT STAFF

When you say homecoming in Texas, we 
think of Friday night football, mums and stream-
ers. 

I traveled to Washington and New York City 
to assist the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 
with wrangling the 7,800 reporters who were cre-
dentialed to cover the pope’s visit on his mission 
of love, mercy and forgiveness. The whole trip 
was a homecoming of sorts.

I was returning to Washington where I lived 
for more than a year as an intern reporter. I fell 
in love with the city, but hadn’t been back in 
more than 20 years. 

After getting settled, I ran into a mentor 
and colleague –– Helen Osman. Longtime 
readers of this space will recognize the name. 
Osman left our diocese to lead the communica-
tions division of the USCCB. All of the media 
coverage of the pope’s visit on every network, 
every publication, was in some way coordinated 
by her.

Most of 150 communications volunteers 
like me worked at the fi ling center –– a hotel 
ballroom converted into a massive newsroom. 
I was counted among the lucky to get a fi eld 
assignment. My job was to herd reporters from 
the fi ling center to Joint Base Andrews on Sept. 
22 to witness the pope’s historic arrival to the 
U.S. The question on my mind for the last few 
months was answered –– yes, I would get to 
see Pope Francis with my own eyes. 

The day began at 9 a.m. We gathered the 
reporters and got them onto buses and at 11 a.m. 
we were on our way for the 4 p.m. landing. We 
arrived at Andrews, went through airport-type 
security, transferred to buses and were in place 
by 2 p.m. near the terminal to wait. There was a 
Catholic high school band on hand to entertain 
the crowd, which also practiced cheers –– just 
like a homecoming pep rally. We were all ready 
to welcome our beloved “Papa” to our home.

Shepherd One landed a few minutes ahead 
of schedule. I had a straight line of vision to 
the center of the plane. A few minutes after 
4 p.m., Pope Francis descended the stairway 
to set foot on U.S. soil for the fi rst time in 
his life. I saw President Obama and his family 
walk up the red carpet to greet the pope along 

with many others. The moment was thrilling 
and breathtaking. This humble man, who calls 
himself a sinner like me, has a commanding 
presence. There he stood, on the other side 
of the fence, 150 feet away –– the man who 
walks his talk and brings the joy of the Gospel 
everywhere he goes. There was a little sprinkle 
of rain and I couldn’t tell if it was a tear or rain-
drop that ran down my face. But he left as fast 
as he came. By 4:20, he rode away in his little 
black Fiat in the middle of a motorcade.

The next day, I was able to have dinner 
with my internship mentor Patricia Guadalupe. 
We hadn’t seen each other in way too long. 
She taught me everything I know about report-
ing. Because of her I was a regular reporter at 
the White House, Congress and the Supreme 
Court. Our dinner in Chinatown was fi lled with 
raucous, side-splitting laughter with tales of old 
and new memories –– another homecoming.

On Thursday, our crew transferred to New 
York. I helped staff the fi ling center there dur-
ing the pope’s speech to the United Nations on 
Friday. 

But it was in front of Broadway’s Imperial 
Theatre where Les Misérables plays that I posted 
on Facebook, “I’m home.” In keeping with the 
pope’s mission of love, forgiveness and mercy I 
had to see the show –– again. If you’ve read the 
book, it is easy to see Pope Francis as the Bishop 
of Digne. I got to meet the great Alfi e Boe who 
was singing that night. After making a donation 
to Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS, I left 
the theater with the holy grail of souvenirs –– the 
conductor’s baton. 

Pope Francis, my friends and the show all 
reminded me of what’s important: faith, hope 
and love. All of these helped me prepare for 
the best homecoming of all: being back home 
with my family. 

Homecomings from Pope to Broadway

POPE FRANCIS steps off the plane 
in Washington on Sept. 22. Christian 
González, the diocesan director of com-
munications, was about 150 feet away 
wrangling media as he volunteered with 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
(CNS photo/Paul Haring)

CHRISTIAN R. GONZÁLEZ is the 
director of communications for 
the Diocese of Austin. He can 
be reached at (512) 949-2456 
or christian-gonzalez@austin-
diocese.org.
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BY ENEDELIA J. OBREGÓN
SENIOR CORRESPONDENT

Imagine being able to 
attend Mass only a few times 
a year because there are not 
enough priests. That’s what 
Father Paul Hudson, pastor at 
St. Mary, Church of the As-
sumption in West, found on 
his week-long summer mission 
trip to rural Honduras. 

On the trip he did what he 
normally does: administered 
sacraments, celebrated Mass, 
anointed the sick and heard 
confessions. But for the people 
around the town of El Pro-
greso to whom he ministered, 
having him do so was extraor-
dinary.

El Progreso is the home 
of Friends of Los Niños, one 
of the missions supported by 
the diocesan Missions Of-
fi ce, which was established 
three years ago by Bishop Joe 
Vásquez. Christina Krueger is 
the diocesan Missions coordi-
nator.

As Father Hudson cel-
ebrated Mass with orphans and 
blessed many houses in Monte 
Olivo, a tiny rural village, 
which is also ministered to by 
Friends of Los Niños, word 

got out and he ended up going 
from town to town doing the 
same.

“My understanding is that 
Monte de Los Olivos had not 
seen a priest in years,” said 
Father Hudson, whose mom is 
from Mexico and who is bilin-
gual and bicultural. “Another 
priest comes once a month to 
the mountain communities.”

When the church bell rang 
for daily Mass, villagers were 
shocked at fi rst but quickly 
fi lled the chapel.

“It was very touching and 
moving to see their faith and 
how appreciative they were to 
have a priest,” Father Hudson 
said. “I saw God working in 
these people.”

As Jesus would
Father Hudson went on 

his last mission trip while he 
was in seminary. He went to 
Mexico City with the Mis-
sionaries of Charity and helped 
staff clean rooms and take 
care of residents, who were 
mentally challenged or had 
psychological problems. Then 
last February he was invited 
to attend an awareness gather-
ing on missions. During the 
gathering, Krueger extended 
an invitation to Father Hudson 

to make mission trip to one 
of the missions the diocese 
supports. 

“I am delighted that Father 
Hudson got to work with 
Friends of Los Niños and 
serve the people of Progreso,” 
she said. Krueger also serves 
as the chair of the diocesan 
Mission Council, as diocesan 
director for the U.S. Pontifi cal 
Mission Societies and as execu-
tive board member for the U.S. 
Missionary Childhood Associa-
tion, a Pontifi cal Society.

The pontifi cal societies 
are the offi cial arm of the 
church tasked with supporting 
the world’s mission dioceses 
and doing charitable works 
throughout the world. They 
also raise funds for the poorest 
mission churches of the Catho-
lic Church. They are under the 
canonical jurisdiction of the 
pope.
Supporting missions

Catholics world-wide 
support missions through 
on-going prayer and a special 
collection on World Mission 
Sunday, which is the second 
to the last Sunday of October. 
This year it falls on Oct. 18. 

Since 1989, parishioners in 
the Diocese of Austin also sup-

port the mis-
sions through 
the Ashes to 
Easter Lenten 
campaign. 
This year more 
than $131,000 
was collected 
via the purple 
cardboard 
boxes, Krueger 
said. 

Mission-
aries submit 
applications to 
the diocesan 
Missions Of-
fi ce in order to 
receive funds 
from the Ashes 
to Easter cam-
paign. Aside 
from Friends 
of Los Niños, 
the campaign 
also supports:

● New 
Hope for Cam-
bodian Chil-
dren founded 
by John and 
Kathy Tucker 
from the Dio-
cese of Austin. 
Since 2006, 
they have been 
ministering 
to abandoned 
children with 
HIV/AIDS.

● St. Fran-

FATHER PAUL HUDSON, pastor of St. Mary, Church of 
the Assumption, in West, visited El Progreso, Honduras, 
this past summer. Friends of Los Niños, which is located 
in El Progreso, is one of the missions supported by the 
diocesan Missions Offi ce. (Photo by Alex Wolf)   

Missions abroad need our support, prayers

cis Medical Mission started by 
Tino Hernández, a parishioner 
from St. William Parish in 
Round Rock. This year’s mis-
sion will travel to Guatemala 
in October. Doctors, pharma-
cists, dentists, triage nurses and 
supporters volunteer their time 
and pay their own way. This 
year Father Pedro García will 
accompany the mission.

● Hope for Rio Dulce in 
Guatemala started by Ryan 
Eckert from St. Helen Parish 
in Georgetown. This mission 
works with the Q’eqchi’ in-
digenous community. Projects 
focus on community develop-
ment through education, cat-
echesis and retreats. This year’s 
project is to equip a dormitory 
for girls.

● Holy Cross Mission 
Center of Notre Dame run by 
Father John Herman, a Holy 
Cross priest. He helps the poor 
at Nuestra Madre Santísima 
de la Luz in the Archdiocese 
of Monterrey, Mexico. The 
parish consists of one church 
and four chapels; Father Her-
man celebrates 15 Masses each 
weekend.

Krueger said the Mis-
sion Offi ce gets about 250 
requests for the Diocesan 
Missionary Cooperative Plan 
from missionary groups 
world-wide every year. All 
applicants, which must submit 
letters of suitability, are noti-
fi ed whether their request is 
accepted or declined. The 
diocesan Mission Council 
reviews and selects 34 mission 
organizations. Before a mis-
sion is undertaken, Krueger 
notifi es the pastors and 

bishops of the group request-
ing aid and of those receiving 
it so everyone knows what 
everyone is doing.

Baptismal call
Pope Francis continues to 

remind all Catholics that we 
are all called to be missionar-
ies by virtue of our baptism. 
The church is growing in 
unexpected places and the 
Propagation of the Faith 
seeks to help Catholics sup-
port missionaries in the Asia, 
Africa, Latin America, the 
Pacifi c Islands and Eastern 
Europe. Last year, the Propa-
gation of the Faith focused 
on Mongolia –– the youngest 
church –– during World Mis-
sion Month.

“When we come together 
at the Eucharistic table, we 
need to be mindful of the 
universal church and our 
brothers and sisters in parts of 
the world who are in extreme 
poverty and of the very young 
churches,” Krueger said. 
“Through these funds to the 
Propagation of the Faith not 
only are we strengthening our 
local church, but those funds 
are going to the poorest of the 
church.”

People experience the lov-
ing heart of Jesus through the 
presence of the local churches 
and through the missionaries 
serving them, she said.

“My hope is that on World 
Mission Sunday all parishes will 
support the Propagation of the 
Faith collection and honor all 
missionaries and the sacrifi ces 
they make to minister abroad,” 
she said.

2015 
World 
Mission 
Sunday  
Appeal

It’s Our 
World 

On  
Mission

www.OneFamilyinMission.org

Stay in touch…  
Download Missio today!
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Families invited to conference in Buda

The diocesan Offi ce of Evangelization, Catechesis and Family Life will host a 
Celebration of Families Fully Alive Nov. 14 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Santa Cruz 
Parish in Buda. Schoenstatt Father Jesus Ferras will be the keynote speaker. The 
day will include refl ection with Mass, music, activities for children, and informa-
tion from different ministries. The cost is $10 for adults (includes lunch) and $5 
for children (includes lunch). Register online at www.austindiocese.org.

Cedarbrake offers several retreats
“Created in His Image,” a day of refl ection with Father Joseph Nisari, will be 

held Oct. 12 from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center in 
Belton. With psychology and Scripture, Father Nisari will address the question of 
“who am I” with participants. The cost is $35, which includes lunch. 

“Called, Gifted and Sent!” a weekend retreat, will be held Oct. 23-25 at 
Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center in Belton. Ursuline Sister Bridget Haase will 
help participants refl ect on how our calling to be a child of God immerses us 
in the sacred of everyday life, enkindles us with the fi re of love and anoints us 
for service to the world. Cost is $195 for a private room, $160 per person for a 
shared room and $85 for commuters. 

“How to Grieve,” a day of refl ection, will be held Nov. 4 from 9 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. at Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center in Belton. Walking through 
grief can be the most diffi cult part of life’s journey. Mourning can seem to in-
tensify as the holidays approach. During this day of refl ection, Judy Hoelscher, 
a Hospice chaplain, will explore Scripture, look at the natural journey of grief, 
and discover ways to face grief and seek healing. The cost is $35 and includes 
lunch. 

“Merciful Like the Father,” a weekend retreat, will be held Nov. 6-8 at Cedar-
brake Catholic Retreat Center in Belton. Deacons will lead this weekend which 
will follow the course of salvation history, from Eden to the presentation with 
Our Lady, St. John Paul II and St. Faustina. The cost is $195 for a private room, 
$160 per person for a shared room and $85 for commuters. 

For more information or to register for any of these retreats, contact 
cedarbrake@austindiocese.org or call (254) 780-2436.

Retreat for those suffering from abortion
Project Rachel is a compassionate and confi dential ministry that helps 

women and men suffering emotionally and spiritually from the trauma of 
abortion. Project Rachel retreats are offered throughout the year at private 
locations. The next retreat is scheduled for Oct. 30-Nov. 1. For more in-
formation or to register, contact Mary Helen Russell at (512) 949-2488 or 
maryhelen-russell@austindiocese.org.

Conference, rally confront death penalty
“A Journey to Mercy: Rethinking the Death Penalty in Texas” will be held Oct. 

23 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the State Capitol Building Auditorium in Austin. The 
conference will feature panel discussions on the aspects and consequences of capi-
tal punishment in Texas. On Oct. 24, advocates will host a march and rally “Stand-
ing Against The Death Penalty - Walk for Life, Hope, Mercy” at 9 a.m. at St. Austin 
Parish in Austin. It will culminate at a rally on the South Steps of the Texas Capitol. 
Everyone is invited to demonstrate to policymakers their support for reforming the 
use and implementation of capital punishment. To learn more about the conference 
and the walk and to register, visit http://bit.ly/1McTsbc.

Middle schoolers invited to youth rally
The Promise, a diocesan middle school youth rally, will be held Oct. 24 from 9 a.m. 

to 5 p.m. at Sacred Heart Parish in La Grange. Several hundred young Catholics from 
across the Austin Diocese will gather for a dynamic day of prayer, praise and worship, 
keynote presentations, workshops, games and fellowship, featuring keynote speaker 
Pat Millea. Cost is $30 for advanced registration (before Oct. 9) and $35 thereafter. For 
more information, contact your parish youth minister or Jennifer Kodysz at (512) 949-
2467 or jennifer-kodysz@austindiocese.org.

All Soul’s Day Mass at St. Helen in Georgetown
Our Lady of the Rosary Cemetery in Georgetown will host the annual All 

Soul’s Day Mass Nov. 2 at 4 p.m. at St. Helen Parish in Georgetown. Father Sang 
Quan will celebrate the Mass, after which participants are invited to Our Lady of 
the Rosary Cemetery where the burial sites will be blessed, wildfl ower seeds will be 
scattered and soul cakes and other refreshments will be shared. For more informa-
tion, visit www.olotr.com or call (512) 863-8411.

Weekend for married couples is Nov. 13-15
Married couples are invited to attend a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Week-

end and renew their marriage with more warmth, passion and intimacy. Experience 
God’s love, forgiveness and tenderness with one another. The next Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter weekend is Nov. 13-15 at Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Cen-
ter in Belton. For more information, visit www.austinme.org or contact Steve and 
Linda Jaramillo at (512) 667-9963 or wwmeaustin@gmail.com.

Diocese sponsors Unity Rosary on Nov. 17
The diocesan Unity Rosary will be held Nov. 17 at 7 p.m. at Holy Vietnamese 

Martyrs Parish in Austin. The rosary will be prayed in a variety of different lan-
guages. Everyone is invited to celebrate our cultural diversity through Mary and the 
rosary. For more information, call (512) 949-2426.
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BY PEGGY MORACZEWSKI 
CORRESPONDENT

In the next few weeks, 
Bishop Joe Vásquez will lay 
out his 2015-2016 Catho-
lic Services Appeal (CSA), 
“Hands of Mercy,” a theme in 
harmony with Pope Francis’ 
announcement of a Year of 
Mercy that begins in Decem-
ber. 

The CSA offers every 
parishioner the opportunity to 
become a part of something 
greater than can be attained 
individually, said Scott Whita-
ker, Secretariat Director for 
Stewardship, Development 
and Communications for the 
Austin Diocese.

Imagine the diocese as 
a huge resource center that 
feeds 127 parishes with 
priests and deacons, as well as 
trained and certifi ed direc-
tors of religious education 
(DREs), competent youth 
ministers and Catholic school 
principals. The CSA allows 
these and many other vital 
programs across the diocese 
to fl ourish.

Programs within each par-
ish are often strengthened by 
diocesan programs that train 
the trainers. For example, the 
Offi ce of Evangelization and 
Catechesis trains parish DREs 
and catechists year-round, in 
English, Spanish and Viet-
namese. Similarly, Catholic 
school principals are provided 
professional development by 
the Catholic Schools Offi ce 
and youth ministers have 

CSA extends ‘Hands of Mercy’ throughout diocese
access to resources to help 
organize their programs. 

“We are available to work 
one-on-one with new parish 
youth ministers,” said Ali-
son Tate, diocesan director 
of Youth and Young Adult 
Ministry.

Registration for the 57th 
Diocesan Catholic Youth 
Conference (DCYC) begins 
soon. Last year, nearly 2,500 
students participated and a 
number of teens received 
scholarships from CSA funds. 

“I have a dream to have 
an endowment someday that’s 
going to endow the DCYC, 
so that every child can go for 
free,” Whitaker said. While 
the CSA is not an endowment 
fund, it allows for the funding 
of major programs affecting 
the entire diocese on an ongo-
ing basis.

“CSA supports our ability 
to provide effective ministry to 
those facing unplanned or dif-
fi cult pregnancies, and our min-
istry to those who are incarcerat-
ed/imprisoned.,” said DeKarlos 
Blackmon, diocesan director of 
Life, Charity and Justice.  

More than 50 percent of 
the CSA funds go toward 
clergy formation, including 
deacons, seminarians and 
priests currently serving our 
parishes and retired priests. 

“The Catholic Services 
Appeal helps retired priests 
maintain their dignity ... It’s 
going to make sure they have 
insurance in their sunset 
years,” Whitaker said. 

Healthcare costs more 
than $15,000 annually per 

retired priest; 
educational 
costs for an 
individual 
seminarian 
run $40,000 
a year. It 
would not be 
feasible for 
parishes to 
carry these 
fi nancial 
burdens, but 
when shared, 
the burden 
is lightened 
and amazing 
things hap-
pen, he said. 

Chris 
Yeager is a 
seminarian 
at St. Mary’s Seminary at the 
University of St. Thomas in 
Houston. He is a 2012 St. 
Edward’s University graduate 
and holds a bachelor’s degree 
in history. He began praying 
about his vocation toward the 
end of his junior year at St. 
Ed’s. 

“I began with the simple 
question, what does God 
want me to do with my life? 
And after more prayer the 
answer ... became clear,” Yea-
ger said. For him, the CSA is 
about gratitude and trust.

“The CSA always calls me 
to gratitude. It gives me hope 
that the people of God be-
lieve in the importance of the 
work of the church (and) that 
they are willing to support it. 
Furthermore, their support 
shows their hope in me as a 
future priest. It enables me 

to freely concentrate on my 
formation as a future priest. 
Also, their support is a sign of 
trust. Trust that I will spend 
this time in diligently prepar-
ing for the priesthood and 
service to advancing the mis-
sion of Christ,” he said.

The entire diocese ben-
efi ts when seminarians are 
ordained priests, when college 
students are engaged in their 
Catholic faith, and when the 
incarcerated are ministered to 
by our deacons and volun-
teers. We benefi t through 
God’s grace and mercy when 
more than 5,000 people are 
confi rmed in the faith, and 
when traumatized families 
fi nd refuge and comfort. 
Last year, the CSA provided 
Catholic Charities of Central 
Texas, the social services arm 
of the diocese, with $250,000, 
to assist with funding pro-

grams such as the disaster 
relief offered to victims of the 
Memorial Day fl oods.

At the end of this 
month, a letter from Bishop 
Vásquez will arrive in the 
mailbox of every registered 
Catholic household, thank-
ing each for their past sup-
port and inviting them to 
participate in the 2015-2016 
CSA commitment weekend 
in early November. Addi-
tional information will fol-
low through each parish. 

Mercy is “the bridge 
that connects God and 
man, opening our hearts 
to the hope of being loved 
forever,” Pope Francis writes 
in Misericordiae Vultus. May 
we all extend Hands of Mercy 
in the year to come.

For more information or 
to donate, visit www.austindio-
cese.org/csa.

BY ENEDELIA J. OBREGÓN
SENIOR CORRESPONDENT

“Pope Francis, Mission-
ary Disciples & the Future 
of the American Church” 
was the topic of a lecture by 
Jack Jezreel, president and 
founder of JustFaith Minis-
tries.

About 100 people from 
throughout the diocese –– 
and one from Victoria –– as 
well as from two Protestant 
churches attended the presen-
tation at St. John Neumann 
Parish in Austin.

Jezreel, who has a master’s 
degree in divinity from Notre 
Dame University, has traveled 
the country for the last 15 
years promoting the JustFaith 
Ministries, which provides 
a process for participants to 
grow in their faith and their 

commitment to care for vul-
nerable people and become 
advocates for justice.

He challenged the crowd 
by pointing out that Pope 
Francis in his papal exhorta-
tion Evangelii Gaudim (Joy 
of the Gospel) has called the 
church to missionary dis-
cipleship and to fulfi ll what 
was called for in the Second 
Vatican Council. 

“I dream of a missionary 
option, that is, a missionary 
impulse capable of transform-
ing everything so that the 
Church’s customs, ways of 
doing things, times and sched-
ules, language and structures 
may be suitably channeled for 
the evangelization of today’s 
world rather than for her self-
preservation,” Pope Francis 
writes.

Jezreel said Jesus set the 
example of what we have to 

do today: We have to move to 
where the poor, the wounded 
and the marginalized are.

We begin with gratitude 
from the moment we wake 
up.

“What’s in that day is 
nothing but gift,” Jezreel 
said. “Recognition of that gift 
leads us to gratitude, which is 
linked to joy.” When we rec-
ognize the gift, we are obliged 
to share that gift with others 
on the margins of society with 
joy.

“That helps us transcend 
the narrow defi nition of 
people worthy of love,” which 
overlooks race and class, he 
said. “The defi nition of who I 
will love gets larger.”

Parishes need to provide 
opportunities to be mis-
sionary disciples by offering 
formation, he said.

“How many of you have 

gone on a mission trip?” Jez-
reel asked, as dozens of hands 
were raised. “How many of 
you returned unchanged?” No 
one raised a hand.

But most Catholics have 
chosen to be “sanctuary” 
Catholics, doing for them-
selves and staying mostly 
within parish boundaries for 
almost everything. That was 
the pre-Vatican II mindset. 
Vatican II brought the re-
sponsibility for evangelization 
not just to the priests but to 
all baptized and to go beyond 
their parish.

“Jesus didn’t stand still,” 
Jezreel said. “He was out 
there, proclaiming the good 
news to the abandoned and 
those left behind. When Jesus 
formed his disciples, he was 
always on the road.”

We also need to be per-
sonally engaged with those in 

need, he said. It’s not enough 
to give charity to the needy; 
we must be in a relationship 
with them. Pope Francis has 
said the priests and theolo-
gians need “to be shepherds 
with the smell of sheep.” The 
rest of us need to smell of 
sheep as well. 

While only the Holy 
Spirit can transform people, 
parishes need to provide the 
tools for formation and help 
parishioners take the mes-
sage, the mercy and the love 
of God, beyond the parish 
boundaries, he said.

That is why at the end 
of Mass we are told to “go 
forth.” But it doesn’t mean 
just to leave the sanctuary, he 
said. It means to go out into 
the world.

For information on Just-
Faith Ministries, go to www.just-
faith.org or call (502) 429-0865.

Speaker encourages relationships with poor, needy
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BY MICHELE CHAN SANTOS
SENIOR CORRESPONDENT

The vibrant community of 
people in Austin who choose 
to attend the Latin Mass is 
growing, buoyed by the ad-
dition of many families with 
young children, said several 
members of the St. Joseph 
Latin Mass Society, which 
celebrates the Latin Mass at St. 
Mary Cathedral in downtown 
Austin every Sunday at 3:30 
p.m.

On Sept. 6, about 250 
people attended Latin High 
Mass at the cathedral. The 
attendees were a mix of 
elderly people and families 
with young children, as well 
as some families with teens. 
Father Albert Laforet, rector 
of the Cathedral, celebrated 
the Mass.

Some of the notable dif-
ferences between this and a 
typical Mass include the service 
is conducted in Latin (with 
the exception of the readings 
and the homily); the priest 
spends the majority of the 
time facing the altar, with his 
back to the people; the songs 
are sung in Latin; Eucharist is 

received on the tongue, while 
kneeling; the “Our Father” is 
prayed by the priest and not 
the congregation; and there is 
no Sign of Peace exchanged. 
The congregation is more 
formally dressed, with the men 
and most of the boys in suits. 
Most of the women wear white 
or black veils covering their 
heads.

Formally, this type of 
service is known as the 
“Extraordinary Form of 
the Roman Rite.” The fi rst 
Sunday of each month is the 
High Mass (slightly longer, 
with more formally sung 
portions) and the others are 
Low Masses (more spoken 
portions). 

Father Laforet said what 
makes this service unique are 
the people who are devoted 
to Mass in this particular 
form.

“They really like this form 
of worship. It’s quieter, it’s a 
little different,” he said. “It’s 
more solemn, there is more 
kneeling. It’s a different way to 
focus yourself.”

Tami Brett said “a desire 
for more reverence” brought 
her and her family to the Latin 
Mass community. She and her 

husband Shannon have fi ve 
children and live in George-
town.

Shannon Brett said, “I’ve 
always been interested in the 
antiquity of the church and its 
traditions.” 

Once they began attending 
the Latin service, “We fell in 
love with it,” Tami said, “with 
the beauty of it.”

The Bretts (and several 
other people) said their chil-
dren are better behaved during 
the Latin service.

John Thorp is the current 
president of the St. Joseph 
Latin Mass Society, which is 

a committee 
of St. Mary 
Cathedral. He 
and his wife 
Janet have four 
children.

“Our 
children listen 
more at this 
Mass, they 
follow the altar 
more closely. 
The Extraor-
dinary Form 
makes it easier 
to focus on 
prayers and 
tradition,” 
Thorp said.

Prior to 

the Second Vatican Council, 
all Masses were celebrated in 
Latin. After 1962, the Latin 
Mass was no longer permitted, 
until 1984, when St. John Paul 
II gave permission for Mass 
to be celebrated in Latin with 
bishop’s approval. In 2007, 
Pope Benedict issued “Motu 
Proprio,” a papal letter that 
made it easier for parishes to 
celebrate a Latin Mass.

The other Latin Masses in 
the Austin Diocese are held 
at St. Mary Parish in Brenham 
and at St. Peter’s Catholic Stu-
dent Center at Baylor Univer-
sity in Waco.

In Austin, the Latin Mass 
moved from one location to 
another over the years, fi nding 
its current home at St. Mary 
Cathedral in 2007. For many 
years, Father Robert Bradley 
celebrated the Mass. (Father 
Bradley passed away in De-
cember 2013.) Father Laforet 
stepped in during 2010, as Fa-
ther Bradley’s health declined.

Barbara Manson and 
Brooks Whitmore direct the 
adult and children’s choirs, 
which consist of about 15 
adults and more than 30 chil-
dren. The popularity of Grego-
rian chant on holiday CDs and 
on iTunes has led more people 
to be familiar with this type of 

109th Annual 
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Church of the Visitation 

Sunday, Oct. 11

Sausage & Chicken Meal $9 from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Live Music from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Auction begins at 2:30 p.m.

 Bingo, Teddy Bear Stand, Ring Stand, Fish Pond 
and other fun games.
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Shuttle Service Available
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music, which is very solemn 
and beautiful.

“It’s a great voyage of 
discovery to learn these chants 
that are so old,” Whitmore 
said. “It helps us get in the 
mind of the early church.”

Thorp said the biggest 
misconception about the Latin 
Mass is “that it’s a bunch of 
old, disgruntled people. On 
the contrary, it’s a growing 
community that is very vibrant 
with young families, with many 
children.”

After the High Mass each 
month, there is a potluck with 
people fi lling the Cathedral 
hall. After the low Masses, 
there are coffee and snacks. 
Mass-goers socialize and build 
community.

The Bretts and Thorp 
encourage those who are 
curious about this service, to 
“just come,” and don’t worry 
about veils and knowing Latin. 
(A booklet handed out at the 
Mass gives the English transla-
tion.)

“Just come and enjoy the 
beauty of it,” Tami Brett said. 

For more information 
about the Latin Mass, go to 
www.austinlatinmass.org; on 
Facebook search “St. Joseph 
Latin Mass Society;” or e-mail 
AustinL atinMass@yahoo.com.

FATHER 
ALBERT 
LAFORET 
celebrates 
the Latin 
Mass on 
Sundays at 
3:30 p.m. 
at St. Mary 
Cathedral 
in Austin. 
(Photo 
by Arlen 
Nydam)

Austin Latin Mass community continues to grow 
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BY ENEDELIA J. OBREGÓN
SENIOR CORRESPONDENT

Statistics show many young 
adult Catholics struggle with 
maintaining their faith after 
they receive the sacrament of 
confi rmation. Once in college 
or on their own, they may drift 
away from the faith because 
they cannot fi nd ways to grow 
and nurture their relationship 
with Christ and the church. 
However, Awakening retreats, 
which are now present at many 
universities and colleges, seek to 
help young adults (18-30) con-
nect with their faith. 

In the Diocese of Austin, 
Warrior Awakening at Central 
Texas College in Killeen is the 
latest to bring the retreat to 
young adults.

“It really opened my eyes,” 
said Jason Gee, 19, who was 
raised non-denominational but 
was never baptized by his Bap-
tist mother or Catholic father.

Gee was so moved by 
the retreat experience that he 
enrolled in the Rite of Christian 
Initiation for Adults (RCIA) 
program at Holy Family Parish 
in Copperas Cove this spring.

“It’s a great booster to get 
you to the right place,” Gee 
said. “It really got me to where I 
needed to be.”

Having young adults 
minister to other young adults 
makes a big difference, Gee said. 
Everyone was welcoming, sup-
portive and nonjudgmental.

“Times are different,” he 
said. “It’s easier for the young-
er generation to be with people 
who see at eye level with us 
rather than older people who 
see things differently.”

He was impressed by the 
communal aspect of the retreat, 
with people coming from El 
Paso and Arizona to attend and 
to help. He also likes the focus 
on communion and the fact 
that if a priest leaves a parish 
the Mass will continue with no 
changes.

“In the Baptist church 
everything changes every time 
there is a new pastor,” he said.

It was Lina Pérez Tuiasoso-
po, 22, who brought Awaken-
ing to Holy Family Parish. She 
attended Raider Awakening at 
Texas Tech in Lubbock at the 
encouragement of her parents, 
who had attended when they 
were students at Texas Tech. 
She took some friends with her, 
including Kathrine Myers, 19, 
and Mandy Horton, 24.

“It changed my life,” said 
Tuiasosopo. “I was not into 
church that much.”

Attending the retreat opened 
her eyes as to how big the 

church is and how many people 
her age “are on fi re for God,” 
she said.

“The church is the Body of 
Christ and we are all intertwined 
and connected,” she said. 
“This is something bigger than 
myself.”

Tuiasosopo said the group 
–– many of whom are fellow 
students at Central Texas Col-
lege and have family in the mili-
tary –– helps keep her grounded 
and through her struggles.

Myers, 19, was looking for 
something to join after attending 
World Youth Day in Brazil in 
2013. Upon her return, she was 
“on fi re” but found no pro-
grams for young adults to keep 
that fi re ablaze.

Raider Awakening, she 
said, “was life changing.” Upon 
her return, her then-pastor 
asked her to become a confi r-
mation catechist.

“I felt so blessed to be 
teaching the future of our 
church,” she said.

Horton was raised Catho-
lic in a military family that 
stopped attending after the 
birth of her younger brother 
because it was a challenge to 
get to military chapel. Upon 
their return to Fort Hood, 
she started attending church 
by herself at age 16. The only 
sacrament she had received 
was baptism.

Young adults, Horton said, 
experience a lot of struggles 
and temptations. It is impor-
tant to have peers with whom 
to talk and not judge and to 
“be there.”

Awakening was the fi nal 
push she needed to get into the 
RCIA process. In April, she 
was confi rmed and received 
the Eucharist, which she real-
izes carries a deeper meaning 
as an adult.

“It meant so much more 
when I was sealed with the Holy 
Spirit” at confi rmation, she said. 
“I began to (cry)! It was so beau-
tiful and I was so happy.”

Others have joined the 
small group that meets Mon-
days at Holy Family. Caleb 
Miles, 20, was not raised 
Catholic. His father had been a 
chapel assistant at Fort Hood, 
where he heard a lot of nega-
tive things about the Church.

“Everyone here has been 
so accepting,” Miles said. “The 
stereotypes were all wrong. My 
view on religion and that of 
the church are the same and I 
hunger to learn more.”

Paul Bolicki, 27, said the 
Awakening exceeded his ex-
pectations.

“This really helped me 
when my dad got cancer,” Bol-
icki said. “It really helps make 

things better.”
Kevin Plude, 26, is a pla-

toon leader in the signal corp. 
He grew up attending Catholic 
schools in southern Indiana 
and graduated from Notre 
Dame University. 

The retreat and the group, 
he said, provide him a sense of 
community and fellowship.

“It’s just good to sit and 
refl ect and pray,” he said. “We 
get so busy we forget to pray 
the way we should. When you 
are busy and 
around people 
from different 
backgrounds, 
you kind of 
adapt to the 
easiest way to 
do things and 
you start fading 
away. They are 
not bad people. 
But if you want 
solid faith, you 
have to seek 
it outside the 
post.”

Keishla 
Arocho-Pérez, 
20, was bap-
tized Catholic 
in her native 
Puerto Rico. 
Upon mov-
ing to Central 
Texas, she 
decided she 
wanted to be 
closer to God.

After at-
tending the 
Raider Awak-
ening, Aroco-
Pérez said she 
was on a “Jesus 
high;” she 
started RCIA 
as soon as she 
returned from 
the retreat.

“I want to be accepted into 
the church and receive the 
Eucharist,” Aroco-Pérez said, 
“I can hardly wait for the day. 
There’s a hole in my heart and 
I want to fi ll it with him.”

There are several Awaken-
ing retreats scheduled across 
the diocese. 

● Central Texas College: 
Nov. 6-8, Holy Family Par-
ish in Copperas Cove, www.
warriorsinfaith.com/warrior-

awakening/.
● Texas A&M University: 

Oct. 23-25, www.aggiecatholic.
org/awakening.

● Texas State University: 
Feb. 25-27, www.txstatecatho-
lic.org/bobcat-awakening.

● Baylor University: March 
27-19, www.baylorcatholic.
org/bear-awakening.

● University of Texas at 
Austin: Oct. 16-18, www.
utcatholic.org/awakening.

YOUNG ADULTS participate in the fi rst Warrior Awakening at Central Texas College in 
Killeen. The next retreat is scheduled for Nov. 6-8, visit www.warriorsinfaith.com/
warrior-awakening/ to register. (Photo courtesy Kathrine Myers)

Retreat helps young adults support one another in faith
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BY MICHELE CHAN SANTOS
SENIOR CORRESPONDENT

There was a time when 
Laura Blahuta did not know if 
she would ever be a mother.

Laura Blahuta and her 
husband, Carl Blahuta, live in 
Hallettsville and own Splash-
way Waterpark in Sheridan.

In 2010, they had been try-
ing for several years to have a 
child. They had seen a physi-
cian, “who had no answers for 
why we were struggling,” Laura 
said. “Our regular doctor sug-
gested artifi cial insemination 
and then in-vitro fertilization.”

Because of their Catholic 
beliefs, Laura and Carl did 
not want to pursue IVF. They 
consulted their pastor, Father 
Tommy Chen. At the time, he 
was assigned to their parish, 
Sacred Heart Parish in Hal-
lettsville. He suggested seeing 
a doctor trained in natural 
procreative technology (Na-
ProTechnology).

The closest physician was 
Dr. Jeremy Kalamarides, of 
the Vitae Clinic in Austin. The 
Vitae Clinic is a unique medical 
practice that provides women 
with state-of-the-art, holistic 
health care throughout their 
reproductive years and beyond.

“I called his offi ce and 
spoke to Christine, one of his 
medical assistants at the time. 

She spoke with me for an 
hour about our situation, my 
health, our struggle,” Laura 
said. “I made an appoint-
ment and Dr. Kalamarides 
explained to me about what 
he does. This was about three 
years ago.”

Although she lives in 
Hallettsville, which is about a 
two-hour drive from Austin, 
Laura made the regular drives 
each way to see Dr. Kalama-
rides.

They discovered that 
Laura had polycystic ovarian 
syndrome and endometriosis. 
Polycystic ovarian syndrome 
(PCOS) is a common hor-
monal disorder in women that 
interferes with the growth and 
release of eggs from the ova-
ries (ovulation). Endometriosis 
is a condition where tissue that 
looks and acts like endometrial 
tissue is found outside the 
uterus, usually inside the pelvic 
cavity. This condition can 
make it diffi cult for women to 
become pregnant.

As part of her treatment, 
she took medications, in-
cluding Clomid, to help her 
ovulate. Laura monitored 
her cycle using the Creighton 
Model FertilityCare System 
(CrMS). At visits to the Vitae 
Clinic, she underwent a series 
of ultrasounds to see if she was 
ovulating.

Dr. Kalamarides performed 

a laparoscopic surgery on 
Laura to remove endometrio-
sis, and a procedure called an 
ovarian wedge resection for 
her polycystic ovaries.  

Five months after the sur-
gery, Laura became pregnant. 
Sadly, she miscarried only a 
month into the pregnancy.

A month later, she was 
still mourning the miscarriage 
“and not really thinking about 
becoming pregnant,” when she 
became pregnant again.

“Everyone says just let it 
go. You do have to believe 
and trust in God. Everybody 
was right that was saying, ‘Let 
go and give it over.’ When I 
was not thinking about it we 
conceived,” Laura said.

She took some hormonal 
medications during her preg-
nancy “just to keep me in the 
right place” and to assist in 
maintaining a healthy preg-
nancy. 

Laura and Carl’s son, Pey-
ton, was born in March 2014 
and is now 17 months old. He 
is a smiling, sunny baby and 
the delight of his parents’ lives.

Looking back, Laura admits 
she had doubts about NaPro 
at fi rst. “I didn’t know anyone 
who had been through it,” she 
said. “But we thought, we can 
do it, we can try it –– we didn’t 
have anything to lose.” Their 
insurance covered the cost of 
her laparoscopic surgery.

“People think NaPro is 
just a Catholic thing, but it’s 
worked for us and for so many 
other people,” Laura said. 
“There’s just a misconception 
about what it’s about. I didn’t 
know where else I would go. 
I didn’t want to go the IVF 
route.”

“I’ve recommended Dr. 
Kalamarides to a lot our 
friends,” she said. “I defi -
nitely recommend him to other 
couples.”

Laura is making regular 
visits to the Vitae Clinic again, 
as she and her husband hope 
to give Peyton a sibling.

“I feel like Dr. Kalamarides 
is not just our doctor, but our 
friend,” she said. “We run a 
water park and he, his nurses 
and staff have all been out 
here. It feels like our family.”

For more information 
about Dr. Kalamarides and 
the Vitae Clinic, visit 
www.vitaeaustin.com.

Clinic helps couple realize dreams of parenthood

THE VITAE CLINIC IN AUSTIN helped Laura and Carl 
Blahuta start their family with the help of NaProTech-
nology and holistic health care. (Photo courtesy Laura 
Blahuta)

BY MARY P. WALKER
SENIOR CORRESPONDENT

Although much of the 
population of the Austin Dio-
cese is located in urban areas, 
there are communities that 
rely on agriculture for their 
economy and enjoy a lifestyle 
that is dependent on the land. 

Each year, for the past 26 
years, the diocese has paused 
to thank God for his gift of 
the harvest, the dedication of 
farmers, ranchers, and their 
families, and the blessings of 
rural life. St. Ann Parish in 
Somerville was the site of this 
year’s annual Rural Life Mass 
and dinner on Aug. 20. The 
Austin Diocesan Council of 
Catholic Women (DCCW) 
sponsored the Mass, which 
was hosted by the Eastern 
and St. Ann Councils of 
Catholic Women.

To accommodate the large 
number of attendees, Bishop 
Joe Vásquez, Auxiliary Bishop 
Daniel Garcia, and priests 
of the diocese concelebrated 
Mass in the parish hall. A 

combined women’s choir of 
the Eastern Council of Catho-
lic Women led the music, and 
the decorations were crafted 
from symbols and products 
of rural life, including fl owers 
and plants, produce, preserves 
and homemade breads. Mass 
began with an honor guard of 
the Fourth Degree Knights of 
Columbus.

Praising the work of 
farmers and ranchers, Bishop 
Vásquez expressed his grati-
tude to God for the blessings 
of agriculture and the faith-
fi lled qualities of rural life. 
The congregation also prayed 
for rural communities that 
were affected by unfavorable 
weather and natural disasters. 

Each year, the DCCW 
recognizes lay Catholics and 
a member of the clergy who 
have made signifi cant contri-
butions to faith and rural life. 
A highlight of the evening 
was when Karen Pinard, the 
DCCW’s Rural Life commit-
tee chair, presented this year’s 
awards.

Charles and Ann Schnei-
der of St. Joseph Parish in 

Cyclone were recipients of the 
award for the laity. Pinard ex-
plained that they were nomi-
nated because they exemplify 
the way that Catholic farming 
should be lived, encompass-
ing faith, family, community 
and tending to the land. 

The Schneiders raise corn 
and cotton, and are active in 
their parish and community. 
Charles is a past director of a 
gin cooperative, a lector and 
a member of the Knights of 
Columbus. Ann is currently 
president of the Altar Society, 
helps with bereavement din-
ners, and quilts with women 
in the parish. Both have 
served their parish in many 
other endeavors.

Surprised by the award, 
the Schneiders praised the 
joys of rural life. They like the 
independence of farming, and 
believe that the family farm 
was a great environment for 
raising their three daughters. 

“It’s rewarding to raise 
a beautiful crop and see the 
Lord’s hand,” Charles said.

Another surprise of the 
evening, and one that re-

quired a bit of misdirection to 
keep it secret, was the clergy 
award, which was given to 
Bishop Vásquez. The bishop 
was led to believe that St. 
Ann’s pastor, Father Uche 
Obikwelu, would receive the 
award. Surprised by the joke, 
Bishop Vásquez expressed his 
appreciation for the honor.

Pinard said that Catholics 
understand the bishop to be 
their “shepherd,” and the 
faithful are his “fl ock” — a 
direct reference to rural life. 
Bishop Vásquez tends to his 
fl ock with loving care. He has 
always respected and promot-
ed the lifestyles of farmers, 
ranchers and their families. 
He enjoys being with them, 
is knowledgeable about the 
problems they face, prays for 
them, and is gracious in his 
ministry to them.

After Mass and the pre-
sentations, another quality of 
rural life, the deep bond of 
community, was enthusiasti-
cally celebrated through a de-
licious and bountiful dinner. 
The attendees and the food 
they brought refl ected the 

cultural diversity of the farm-
ing and ranching heritages 
found throughout the diocese. 
Dishes ranged from grilled 
pork, prepared by the Knights 
of Columbus, to fresh salads, 
a variety of vegetables, home-
made cake, pies, cookies and 
other desserts. 

Cathleen and Kenneth 
Noska, members of St. John 
the Baptist Parish in Fayette-
ville, are farmers who raise 
hay, cattle and chickens. Cit-
ing the importance of com-
munity found among farmers 
and ranchers, they made the 
trip to join in solidarity with 
those who know and love 
rural life, and have experi-
enced its joys and challenges 
fi rsthand.  

As farmers, they echoed 
the sense of accomplishment 
that others expressed in work-
ing with God to raise a good 
product, as well as enjoying 
the simple blessings of a vo-
cation that immerses them in 
the beauty of nature. 

“It’s the quiet life. You can 
look up and see the stars at 
night,” Cathleen said. 

Blessings of the land celebrated in Rural Life Mass 
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BY CINDY WOODEN 
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

As the American Airlines 
plane taking him to Rome 
from Philadelphia took off, 
Pope Francis said he pictured 
the faces of all the people he 
met, and he prayed for them.

At the end of his fi rst-ever 
visit to the U.S., the pope told 
reporters he “was surprised by 
the warmth of the people” and 
how they were “so loving. It 
was beautiful.”

Spending close to 50 min-
utes with members of the me-
dia fl ying back to Rome with 
him Sept. 27, the pope said he 
also was struck by the sincere 
piety of people at his Masses 
and prayer services.

Shortly after takeoff, Pope 
Francis responded to a dozen 
questions, including why he 
spoke with such compassion 
to U.S. bishops in Washington 
about what they went through 
in the aftermath of the clerical 
sex abuse crisis.

“I felt a need to express 
compassion because what hap-
pened was horrible, and many 
of them suffered a lot,” the 
pope said. For “men of prayer, 
good pastors” the crisis was 
truly a “tribulation.”

Sexual abuse occurs in 
families, schools and other 
environments, he said, but 
when the abuser is a priest 
it is “a kind of sacrilege,” 
because a priest’s job is to help 
a person grow in love of God 
and, instead, an abusive priest 
“squashes” his victims.

An abusive priest “has 

betrayed his vocation, the call 
of the Lord, and those who 
covered these things up is 
also guilty; even some bishops 
covered this up. It was a hor-
rible thing. And my words of 
comfort were not to say, ‘well, 
be tranquil, it was nothing,’ 
— no, no, not that. But it was 
such a bad time that I imagine 
they wept a lot.”

Pope Francis said he un-
derstands survivors who feel 
they cannot forgive their abus-
ers and those who have lost 
their faith in God because of it. 

“I pray for them,” he said.
On another topic, a U.S. 

reporter referred to the Ken-
tucky county clerk, Kim Davis, 
who refused to issue a marriage 
license to a gay couple because 
of her religious beliefs. The 
reporter asked Pope Francis to 
comment on the discussions 
in the U.S. regarding religious 
liberty and its possible limits

Pope Francis said he had 
no idea of the specifi c case, 
but he insisted that “conscien-
tious objection is a right — it 
is a human right.” If some 
rights can be denied in certain 
circumstances, he said, then 
it would turn into a situation 
where people were determining 
some human rights were more 
important than others.

When asked further about 
the county clerk, the pope said 
since the offi cial was a human 
being then that offi cial should 
enjoy the full range of human 
rights, including the right to 
follow her conscience.

Asked about the role of 
women in the church, Pope 
Francis said not ordaining 

women does not mean the 
church does not recognize 
how essential they are to its life 
and ministry, which is one of 
the reasons he highlighted the 
contributions of consecrated 
women.

“The sisters in the United 
States have done marvelous 
things — in the fi eld of educa-
tion, in the fi eld of health care. 
And the people of the United 
States love the sisters.”

“I felt like I needed to 
thank them for what they have 
done,” he said. 

Asked if the success of his 
visit to the U.S. made him feel 
powerful or like a star, he said 
power is not his ambition: “It 
is something that passes. You 
have it today, but tomorrow 
it’s gone.”

POPE FRANCIS speaks with journalists aboard his fl ight from Philadelphia to Rome 
Sept. 27. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

For those who follow 
Jesus, he said, the only power 
that counts is the power to 
serve others. “True power is 
service ... humble service, and I 
still need to make progress on 
this path of service because I 
feel like I am not doing all that 
I need to do.”

After participating in the 
World Meeting of Families 
in Philadelphia and looking 
ahead to the opening Oct. 4 
of the Synod of Bishops on 
the family, Pope Francis was 
asked about his decision to 
streamline the process for 
declaring the nullity of mar-
riages.

He insisted the change 
was strictly juridical and not 
doctrinal. It is not “Catholic di-
vorce,” he said. The annulment 
process needed reform because 
with automatic appeals “there 
were processes that lasted 10-
15 years.”

The annulment process 
does not dissolve a marriage, 
but rather investigates whether 
or not a valid sacramental 
marriage was present from the 
beginning, he said.

The decision to issue the 
new rules for the process 
responds to a request made 
by the majority of bishops at 
the extraordinary Synod of 
Bishops on the family last year, 
he said.

The question of fi nd-
ing some sort of process or 
“penitential path” to readmit 
to the sacraments Catholics 
who have remarried without 
an annulment is something still 
on the synod’s agenda, he said. 
“It seems a bit simplistic to me 
to say they can receive Com-
munion,” but it is an issue that 
needs further discussion.

Another issue touched 
upon during his U.S. visit was 

migration. Pope Francis had 
told the U.S. Congress, “Our 
world is facing a refugee crisis 
of a magnitude not seen since 
the Second World War.”

On the plane he told 
reporters that the world cannot 
pretend the crisis currently 
impacting Europe sprang 
up overnight. He said it was 
provoked by years of war and 
tensions in the Middle East 
and by decades of hunger and 
tensions in Africa, a continent 
that continues to be exploited 
by the world’s rich nations 
when some investment would 
create jobs and help people live 
dignifi ed lives in their home-
lands.

As for the idea of some 
European nations to start 
building walls or fences to keep 
migrants out, Pope Francis said 
the infl ux of newcomers needs 
to be handled intelligently, “but 
walls are not the solution.”

Erecting walls, he said, 
“the problems remain and they 
remain with increased hatred.”

Pushed to comment on his 
popularity, Pope Francis insist-
ed he doesn’t feel like a “star” 
because of all the crowds that 
fl ocked to meet him. Besides, 
he said, stars tend to come and 
go. 

The pope is called to be 
“the servant of the servants 
of God — that’s a bit differ-
ent than a star,” he said. “Stars 
are beautiful to watch; I like 
to gaze at them when the sky 
is clear. But the pope must be 
the servant of the servants of 
God.”

Asked about the primary 
task facing the church in the 
U.S., the pope said, “The chal-
lenge of the church is to be 
what it always was — close to 
the people, not detached,” he 
said.

Pope  left US praying for, impressed by its people

AN IMAGE OF THE 
HOLY FAMILY is 

seen as Pope Francis 
celebrates the clos-

ing Mass of the World 
Meeting of Families 

on Benjamin Franklin 
Parkway in Philadel-
phia Sept. 27. (CNS 

photo/Paul Haring)
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OCTOBER 23-25: CALLED, GIFTED & SENT WITH SISTER BRIDGET HAASE
Drawing on the three symbols of baptism, Ursuline Sister Bridget Haase will help us reflect on how our 
calling to be a child of God immerses us in the sacred of everyday life, enkindles us with the fire of love 
and anoints us for service to the world. She will help us claim and proclaim the Spirit’s power, presence and 
providence in our lives. Sister Bridget hails from Boston and has hosted a talk show on EWTN for several 
years. Cost: $195 (private room), $160 (shared room), $85 (commuter)

NOVEMBER 4: HOW TO GRIEVE
Walking through grief can be the most difficult part of life’s journey. Mourning can seem to intensify as the 
holidays approach. Scripture tells us to grieve, but not lose hope. During this day, we will explore scripture, 
look at the natural journey of grief, and discover ways to face grief and seek healing. Judy Hoelscher,  
Hospice chaplain, will lead this retreat. Cost: $35 (incl. lunch)

NOVEMBER 6-8: MERCIFUL LIKE THE FATHER
Join us for a weekend of scripture, prayer, reflection and sacraments dealing with the wonderful mystery of 
the mercy of God.  Follow the course of Salvation History, from Eden to the present with Our Lady, Saint 
John Paul II, Saint Faustina and others as our guides. Deacons Lastovica, DiSimoni and Dorsey will lead 
this retreat. Cost: $195 (private room), $160 (shared room), $85 (commuter)

DECEMBER 3: ADVENT DINNER WITH BISHOP DANNY GARCIA
The annual Advent Dinner will be held on Thursday with wine and cheese served at 6:30 p.m. followed by 
dinner and a presentation. Our guest speaker is Most Rev. Daniel Garcia. Cost: $25 (incl. dinner)

WEBSITE: austindiocese.org/cedarbrake

FACEBOOK: facebook.com/cedarbrake

“Seek first his
kingship over you.”

Matthew 6:33

TO REGISTER FOR AN EVENT:  (254) 780-2436, cedarbrake@austindiocese.org or

www.austindiocese.org/cedarbrake, click on “upcoming retreats”

gg pp yy
MMMMaaaatttttttthhhheeeewwww 6666::::33333333

5602 STATE HWY. 317N, TEMPLE, TX  76502

P.O. BOX 58 BELTON, TX 76513 (mailing address)

Visit us online!

Silent Retreat: December 4-6il b
U P CO M I N G E V E N TS

BY CINDY WOODEN 
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Canonizing the 18th-centu-
ry Spanish missionary, Blessed 
Junipero Serra, Pope Francis 
insisted a person’s faith is alive 
only when it is shared.

Celebrating a late afternoon 
Mass outside the Basilica of 
the National Shrine of the Im-
maculate Conception Sept. 23, 
the pope declared the holiness 
of St. Junipero, founder of a 
string of missions in California.

Some people had objected 
to the canonization — like the 
beatifi cation of the Spaniard in 
1988 — because of questions 
about how Father Serra treated 
the native peoples of Cali-
fornia and about the impact 
of Spanish colonization on 
native peoples throughout the 
Americas.

Pope Francis mentioned 
the controversy only briefl y, 
saying: “Junipero sought to 
defend the dignity of the na-
tive community, to protect it 
from those who had mistreated 
and abused it. Mistreatment 
and wrongs, which today still 
trouble us, especially because 
of the hurt which they cause in 
the lives of many people.”

Vincent Medina, who has 
questioned the wisdom of the 
canonization, read the fi rst 
Scripture reading in the Cho-
chenyo language of the Ohlone 
people of Northern California.

Before the formal proc-
lamation of the missionary’s 
sainthood, a choir and the 
congregation chanted a litany 
invoking the intercession of 
Jesus, Mary, the apostles and 
a long list of saints, includ-
ing other saints who lived 
and worked in the U.S., 
such as St. Frances Cabrini, 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, 
St. John Neumann and St. 
Kateri Tekakwitha, the fi rst 
American Indian to be canon-
ized. The canonization of St. 
Junipero, however, was the 
fi rst such ceremony to be 
celebrated in the U.S. rather 
than at the Vatican.

After the formal proclama-
tion, Andrew Galvan, curator 
of Dolores Mission in San 
Francisco, brought a relic of 
St. Junipero up to a stand near 
the altar as a song was sung 
in Spanish accompanied by a 
drumbeat.

Catholics in the U.S. and 
throughout the world are 
indebted to St. Junipero and 
thousands of other witnesses 

who lived their faith and 
passed it on, the pope said in 
his homily.

St. Junipero “was excited 
about blazing trails, going forth 
to meet many people, learning 
and valuing their particular cus-
toms and ways of life,” Pope 
Francis said.

A missionary’s life is excit-
ing and brings joy, he said, 
because it is not sedentary or 
turned in on itself. Sharing 
the Gospel is the way to keep 
experiencing the joy it brings 
and keeps the heart “from 
growing numb from being 
anesthetized.”

More than speaking about 
St. Junipero, Pope Francis 
spoke about keeping faith 
alive and joyful, calling on all 
Catholics to be missionaries.

“Mission is never the fruit 
of a perfectly planned program 
or a well-organized manual,” 
he told the crowd of about 
25,000 people. “Mission is 
always the fruit of a life which 
knows what it is to be found 
and healed, encountered and 
forgiven.”

Pope Francis insisted that 
Jesus does not given Christians 
“a short list of who is, or is 
not, worthy of receiving his 
message, his presence.”

Instead, Jesus embraced 
people as they were, even 
those who were “dirty, unkept, 
broken,” he said. Jesus says to 
believers today, like yesterday, 
“Go out and embrace life as 
it is, and not as you think it 
should be.”

“The joy of the Gospel,” 
the pope sad, “is something 
to be experienced, something 
to be known and live only 
through giving it away, through 
giving ourselves away.”

Before the Mass, Pope 
Francis made a short visit 
inside the basilica, where he 
briefl y greeted families and 
men and women studying to 
be priests and sisters. They had 
waited inside for more than 
two hours.

Parents like Margarita and 
Carlos Ramos, who brought 
their 7-year-old son Samuel to 
Mass, were in the pews, shar-
ing a prayer before all started, 
while Secret Service snipers 
stayed alert in several balco-
nies. 

“I like Pope Francis be-
cause he was born in Argen-
tina; he is one of us. I would 
love to have the chance to be 
blessed by him. I´m telling 
everybody in my second grade 
class that I was sitting here the 

day he made Junipero Serra a 
saint.”

“It is a historic moment,” 
said Sister Maria Virgen 
Oyente of the Servants of the 
Lord and the Virgin of Matara. 
She was in the line to get inside 
the Basilica of the Immaculate 
Conception with a group of 
about 20 nuns. “We are very 
happy to be here. The line is 
long and is getting hot, but we 
are reading about Fray Juni-
pero Serra, and that makes us 
feel better.”

“My expectations for today 
are very high,” said St. John 
Vianney College seminarian 
Gustavo Santos. “Imagine 
what it is to be in the same 
place with your pastor, the 
vicar of Christ on earth, I can’t 
even describe it with my own 
words.” 

“I admire Pope Francis’ 
simplicity and mercy for the 
poor and vulnerable,” said 
Yoandy Gonzalez, born 
in Cienfuegos, Cuba, and 
currently attending St. John 
Seminary. “The pope teaches 
us all simple ways to truly live 
the Gospel as Christ every 
day.”

After Mass, Pope Francis 
greeted guests that included 
California Indians. 

Spread the ‘joy of the Gospel’ like St. Junipero
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Retreats at Eagle’s Wings
Oct. 13 – God Forgives Me, Why Can’t I Forgive 

Myself
Forgiveness is a powerful and af irmative part 
of our humanity yet there are times that we ind 
it dif icult to forgive. Come and explore the ob-
stacles in life that keep us from accepting God’s 
mercy and love. Presenter: Cheryl “Max” Max-
well, former director of the Of ice of Worship at 
the Diocese of Austin.

Nov. 17 – Prayer and Personality Types
Have you ever struggled with your prayer life? Do you ever wonder why some 
people seem to have it so easy when it comes to prayer? Join us for a presenta-
tion on Prayer and Personality Types and discover how your personality can 
enhance your spiritual life. Discussion will include an understanding of the 
four basic personality types and the varying prayer styles that accompany each 
one. Presenter: Nola Flores, MA in Theology with over 20 years of experience 
in a wide variety of ministries. 

Dec. 8 – When Two Seasons Collide: Grief and the Holidays
Join us for an in depth understanding of grief and how it affects the whole per-
son: physically, spiritually, emotionally, family dynamics and socially. We will 
review the stages and/or the feelings of grief; how the holidays can trigger 
grief and how you can use the holidays for healing. Presenter: Lori Burdick; 
MA, over 22 years as a Licensed Professional Counselor in private practice and 
an accomplished retreat facilitator. 

All Days of Spirituality are from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  Cost is $35 per 
person; a light breakfast and lunch are included. Pre-registration is re-

quired. For registration, visit www.ewrc.org or call (512) 715-0017.

2805 Ranch Road 2341
Burnet, TX 78611

BY MARK PATTISON 
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Among the pilgrims gath-
ered for Pope Francis’ Mass 
on Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Sept. 27 was Nga Bich Tham, 
who was wearing a traditional 
hat of her native Vietnam.

The hat bore the words, “I 
came here for Jesus and Pope 
Francis.”

“I designed it myself,” she 
said.

Tham, 56, fl ed Vietnam 
in 1975. She made her way to 
Boston and made a living as a 
chemical engineer taking time 
to raise her newborn son. After 
seven years, she went back to 
school to get her master’s degree 
in education and taught at 
Catholics schools in the Boston 
Archdiocese.

She told Catholic News 
Service that when she got to 
age 50, she was going to quit 
working and “devote most of 
my time at church, doing charity 
work, giving out Communion to 
the sick.”

She works part time now 
translating educational docu-
ments for autistic children. “I’m 
happier that way,” she said.

Tham worships at a Viet-
namese community at St. Pat-
rick Parish in Lowell, Mass.

Vietnamese Catholics from 
Lowell as well as Manchester, 
N.H., and Toronto — 150 in 
all — left at 1 a.m. Sept. 26 to be 
part of a 5,000 strong Viet-
namese Catholic contingent in 
Philadelphia.

“I was so inspired by Pope 
Francis. I can see Jesus in him. 
The way he loves the poor. 
He’s very humble. … He re-
ally trusts in the love of Jesus. 
Then he tries to prove the love 
of Jesus through actions, not 
just words,” Tham said.

Some people came to Philly 
in a roundabout way.

Megan Nicol, a sophomore 
at Lumen Christi High School 
in Jackson, Mich., traveled 
with her father to Columbus, 
Ohio, to meet Megan’s aunt, 
Kathy Nicol. From there, 
the trio drove to Lexington, 
Ky., to meet Kathy’s mother 
and Megan’s grandmother. It 
was from Lexington that they 
joined a 130-passenger bus 
caravan to Philadelphia, which 
took 15 hours.

Kathy Nicol and other 
Lexington pilgrims went to 
the National Shrine of St. 
John Neumann and caught a 
glimpse of a display of mi-
raculous medals. Later, Kathy 
and Megan got close enough 
to the barricades at the Sept. 
26 Festival of Families to see 
Pope Francis.

“We got a six-seconds of 
video of him waving,” Megan 
said.

“It was awesome,” Kathy 
added. “This was worth it. We 
stayed in the same place for 
three hours and we fi nally saw 
him.”

Ken and Maria Brice of 
Hillsborough, N.J., could have 
tried to see the pope in New 
York about an hour from 
their home, but “I heard only 

recently he was going to be in 
New York,” Ken said. “New 
York is crazy, a little bit. Noth-
ing bad crazy,” Maria added.

The Brices left at 5:30 
a.m. to be part of a fi ve-bus 
squadron the morning of the 
parkway Mass. The entourage 
of 90 people included students 
from a Catholic school near 
their home.

“We don’t know where 
they are,” Ken Brice said, add-
ing that he knew where they 
are supposed to meet the buses 
following the Mass.

“I always heard about ‘el 
Papa’ (the pope),” Maria Brice 
said. “She got very excited 
when she heard he was coming 
to town,” Ken Brice said.

Three generations of a clan 
from Greenville, Ohio, made 
an overnight bus trip for the 
chance to see Pope Francis on 
the parkway. Elizabeth Jen-
nings, came with her husband 
and three children and brought 
along her mother, Carol Henry, 
and her 11-year-old niece, 
Faith Henry.

Jennings said they can-
celed travel and hotel plans 
for themselves to be part of 
an Archdiocese of Cincin-
nati delegation departing 
from Dayton, Ohio. One of 
the perks of the trip was a 
scarf that says Archdiocese 
of Cincinnati given to each 
passenger.

“When they announced it 
a year ago, I knew I wanted 
to see the pope,” said Carol 
Henry, a teacher at St. Mary 
School in Greenville. “It’s the 

opportunity of 
a lifetime.”

While the 
scarf was a nice 
touch, the bus 
ride itself was 
not. “It was 
cramped. They 
brought three 
buses and all 
three were full,” 
Jennings said.

“It was like 
sitting in an egg 
carton, and we 
were the eggs,” 
Carol Henry 
said.

Dilania Inoa, 
38, a member 
of Assump-
tion Parish in 
Providence, 
R.I., was part of 
more than 400 
pilgrims hailing 
from the state-
wide diocese.

“I’ve always 
wanted to meet 
the pope,” said 
Inoa, who was 

born in the Dominican Republic 
and came to Providence with 
her family at age 12. “I think I’ve 
felt this way ever since I heard 
about (St. John Paul II) when I 
was young.

“In my lifetime, I may never 
have the opportunity again. I’ve 
never had the opportunity to go 
the Vatican. The opportunity 
has come to us,” she said.

Inoa told CNS that she 
hails from “a very devout 
Catholic family” and that 
“getting to meet a pope, or 
at least see him and be in his 
presence, is very high on our 
list of things to do.”

However, Inoa was the 
only one from her family 
able to make the journey to 
Philadelphia. She recalled 
hearing form her grandmother 
when St. John Paul visited the 
Dominican Republic and her 
grandmother traversed the hills 
in order to see him. Inoa said 
that in essence she was doing 
the same thing.

As for her family, she said, 
“I’m bringing all the blessings 
back to them.”

Two winners of “pope 
passes” from the Southeastern 
Pennsylvania Transportation 
Authority, or SEPTA, carved 
out space near a Jumbotron 
television screen on the park-
way.

“I won both Saturday and 
Sunday” passes,” said Janine 
Jagloski of Reading, Pa. She 
opted not to claim the Saturday 
pass though.

Jill Zink of Dover, Del., 
said she and her family of fi ve 
“knew we could come” if she 
won the online drawing. “It 
seem like all my friends won.”

Zink claimed her prize in 
August. “I’m not going to miss 
this,” she declared. She chose 
to use her SEPTA pass prizes 
because she had heard no 
word about any transportation 

having been arranged by her 
parish, Holy Cross in Dover.

“Then, two or three weeks 
ago, the church said, ‘For those 
of you going on the bus  ... ,’ 
but I already had my ticket,” 
Zink said. Mass had its solemn 
moments, with emotions run-
ning high. Some cried follow-
ing Communion, others prayed 
in groups together as the 
crowds dispersed. But it also 
had its moments of intrusion 
as people lifted their smart-
phones in the air as the pope 
consecrated the host and at the 
beginning of Mass or where 
distracted by the famous, such 
as Andrea Bocelli, as they 
passed by. It also was disrupted 
by delayed seating, since some 
Mass attendants were not 
allowed to enter the grounds 
until after Mass began because 
of security issues.

Clara Laucirica Hernandez 
and Oscar Garcia Rodriguez 
were at the pope’s Mass in 
Cuba a week earlier and took 
off immediately after the 
Havana Mass to attend the 
World Meeting of Families in 
Philadelphia.

Hernandez said she walked 
away with a profound sense of 
defending the weak, those who 
need help and to be a witness 
of faith for others.

The couple, married 44 
years with three children and 
four grandchildren, said they’d 
had the double blessing of at-
tending two Masses celebrated 
by Pope Francis in the period 
of a week.

The pope’s words in Cuba, 
which also addressed the im-
portance of the family, Garcia 
said, gave him a newfound 
impetus to go and carry the 
message of the Gospel “with 
joy and to present what is at-
tractive about the church,” he 
said. Mainly how it values life, 
faith and defends others.

Pilgrims determinedly make their way to see pope

PEOPLE CHEER AS POPE FRANCIS greets them from 
the popemobile on his way to the Festival of Families dur-
ing the World Meeting of Families Sept. 26 in Philadelphia. 
(CNS photo/Alex Wong, pool)
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BY PATRICIA ZAPOR 
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

It was only Sister Norma 
Pimentel on the receiving end 
of a papal hug Sept. 26 at the 
New York home of Arch-
bishop Bernardito Auza. But 
as she told Pope Francis, she 
was accepting the hug as a 
representative of women reli-
gious everywhere, immigrants 
and the volunteers they work 
with back home in Texas.

Sister Norma, a Mission-
ary of Jesus from McAllen, 
has in the past few months 
found herself in unusually 
high-profi le roles — address-
ing a forum at the United 
Nations, and participating 
with local people in a video 
conference with Pope Francis. 
In that, she was singled out 
by the pope to step forward 
for a personal conversation 
that later became part of an 
ABC News program.

But the invitation from 
Archbishop Auza, the Holy 
See’s permanent observer 
to the United Nations and 
overnight host of Pope 
Francis Sept. 24 and 25, to 
come to his house on the day 
that the pope left New York 

for Philadelphia was the icing 
on the cake. The archbishop 
had invited her to Our Lady 
Queen of Angels School in 
Harlem, for a chance to greet 
the pope. She was there, but 
she said it didn’t work out for 
her to meet Pope Francis.

“That visit was about the 
children in the school,” she 
said. “It didn’t seem right.” 

But Archbishop Auza had 
an alternative idea. “Come to 
my house at 6 o’clock tomor-
row morning,” he told her. 
‘You can give him your paint-
ing yourself.”

During their brief encoun-
ter, Sister Norma presented 
the pope with an original 
piece of artwork, a charcoal 
image she made of a mother 
and son who came to the out-
reach center for immigrants 
operated by the Diocese of 
Brownsville.

Sister Norma is executive 
director of Catholic Charities 
of the Rio Grande Val-
ley. In the summer of 2014 
when tens of thousands of 
unaccompanied minors and 
families were being detained 
by the U.S. Border Patrol 
after crossing into Texas from 
Mexico, hundreds of people 
a day were suddenly being 

released by the agency at the 
Brownsville bus station.

Sister Norma asked the 
pastor of Sacred Heart Par-
ish in McAllen, a couple of 
blocks from the bus station, 
if Catholic Charities could 
use the parish hall for “a few 
days” to give the migrants 
a place to get food, clean 
clothes and a bit of a respite 
from what had been for many 
a harrowing journey across 
Central America and Mexico.

People being left at the 
bus terminal, mostly women 
and children, had been pro-
cessed by the Border Patrol, 
given a bus ticket to reach 
family members in the U.S. 
and orders to check in with 
local immigration authorities 
for the continuation of their 
legal processing. Sister Norma 
said many of the people 
had not bathed or had clean 
clothes in days, some were 
still wet and muddy from 
crossing the Rio Grande. 
Most had not had a substan-
tial meal for a long time.

The fi rst day the hall 
opened, 200 people came 
seeking assistance. For 
months to come, 200 people 
a day came to the hall. Vol-
unteers came to help from 

all over Texas and across the 
country. Local governments 
provided portable showers 
and portable bathrooms.

Although the numbers 
dwindled to 40 or so people 
a day during the winter, this 
summer they climbed again, 
Sister Norma told guests at a 
small reception for her.

As Sister Norma explained 
to Catholic News Service 
during a stopover in Maryland 
on her way home to Texas 
from New York, the chance 
to speak personally with the 
pope and to present him with 
her artwork was the capstone 
of a year of surprises. 

Her acquaintance with 
Archbishop Auza grew out 
of a visit to Brownsville by 
members of Caritas Interna-
tionalis who visited the center, 
went to the border and spent 
time with some of the people 
being served by and volun-
teering to operate the center. 
Before long, Sister Norma 
was being invited to tell the 
world about the migrants’ 
situation and the efforts of 
Catholic Charities to, as she 
put it, “provide a little human 
dignity.”

During an Aug. 31 video-
conference organized by ABC 

News as part of a program 
for “World News Tonight,” 
Pope Francis signaled to 
Sister Norma, sitting in the 
audience, and called her to 
stand closer to the camera. 

He thanked her and the 
volunteers for their hard 
work, adding, “and through 
you to thank all the sisters of 
religious orders in the U.S. for 
the work that you have done 
and that you do in the United 
States. It’s great. I con-
gratulate you. Be courageous. 
Move forward.”

Women religious around 
the country heard those 
words and took them to 
heart.

Sister Norma told CNS 
she had heard from various 
people that sisters around the 
country were encouraged and 
thrilled by those words of the 
pope.

All that rolled into her 
mind as she met the pope in 
Archbishop Auza’s home, she 
said, and into what she was 
expressing as she asked Pope 
Francis if she could hug him.

“I hugged the Holy Fa-
ther,” she said in amazement 
12 hours later. “I hugged him 
more for all of you than for 
me.”

Texas nun gets special time with Pope Francis
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Acknowledging the real 
challenges and burdens the 
U.S. bishops face in their min-
istry, Pope Francis shared with 
them his own experience as a 
pastor and urged them to keep 
their eyes focused on Jesus and 
their hearts open to others.

“Woe to us,” he said, “if 
we make of the cross a banner 
of worldly struggles and fail to 
realize that the price of lasting 
victory is allowing ourselves to 
be wounded and consumed.”

The 78-year-old pope met 
the U.S. bishops Sept. 23 in 
Washington’s Cathedral of St. 
Matthew the Apostle for mid-
day prayer. His speech to them 
was delivered in Italian.

“I did not come to judge 
you or to lecture,” the pope 
said, but he wanted to ad-
dress the bishops “as a brother 
among brothers, “ one who 
served as archbishop of a 
large, diverse archdiocese and 
now, “in old age,” is called to 
encourage Catholics around 
the world.

A majority of the coun-
try’s more than 400 bishops 
were present for the meeting, 

including Austin Bishops Joe 
Vásquez and Daniel Garcia.

In his speech, Pope Francis 
focused on the basic qualities 
needed in a shepherd, a pastor 
called to share the good news 
of Jesus Christ and God’s 

mercy in word and deeds.
The Catholic Church in the 

U.S. already excels at that mis-
sion in so many ways, the pope 
told them. “Whenever a hand 
reaches out to do good or to 
show the love of Christ, to 
dry a tear or bring comfort to 
the lonely, to show the way to 
one who is lost or to console a 
broken heart, to help the fallen 
or to teach those thirsting for 
truth, to forgive or to offer a 
new start in God ... know that 
the pope is at your side and 
supports you.”

He also praised the bish-
ops’ defense of the unborn and 
the U.S. Catholic community’s 
history of welcoming and as-
sisting migrants and refugees.

Pope Francis also acknowl-
edged the “courage” and the 

“mortifi cation and great sacri-
fi ce” made by the U.S. bishops 
as they came to grips with the 
clerical sexual abuse crisis and 
its impact on survivors.

“I realize how much 
the pain of recent years has 

weighed upon you, and I have 
supported your generous com-
mitment to bring healing to 
victims — in the knowledge 
that in healing we, too, are 
healed — and to work to en-
sure that such crimes will never 
be repeated,” he said.

At the same time, Pope 
Francis insisted that no matter 
the challenge, the misunder-
standing and even hostility the 
bishops face, they cannot stop 
“to lick one’s wounds, to think 
back on bygone times and 
to devise harsh responses to 
fi erce opposition.”

The ministry with which 
they have been entrusted is 
God’s, not theirs, he said.

Compassion, joy, inclu-
sivity, simplicity, dialogue, 
self-giving, mercy and humility 

must mark a bishops’ ministry, 
the pope told them.

“As pastors, we know 
well how much darkness and 
cold there is in this world,” he 
told them. But the church can 
attract people by being “the 

family fi re” that offers warmth, 
comfort and community.

To do that, the church 
must be certain of “the em-
bers” of Christ’s presence, 
“kindled in the fi re of his 
passion,” he said. “Whenever 
this certainty weakens, we end 
up being caretakers of ash, 
and not guardians and dis-
pensers of the true light and 
the warmth which causes our 
hearts to burn within us.”

Sharing the faith, he said, 
“is not about preaching com-
plicated doctrines, but joyfully 
proclaiming Christ who died 
and rose for our sake.”

People need to know that 
the message is for them, not 
for an abstract group, or worse, 
for a group of like-minded 
people, Pope Francis insisted. 

“May the word of God grant 
meaning and fullness to every 
aspect of their lives; may the 
sacraments nourish them with 
that food which they cannot 
procure for themselves; may 
the closeness of the shepherd 
make them long once again for 
the Father’s embrace.”

Bishops, he said, must “fl ee 
the temptation of narcissism” 
and recognize that “we fall into 
hopeless decline whenever we 
confuse the power of strength 
with the strength of that pow-
erlessness with which God has 
redeemed us.”

Encounter and dialogue 
must be the hallmarks of a 
bishop’s interactions with oth-
ers, especially with those who 
hold differing opinions, the 
pope said. Dialogue is not “a 
shrewd strategy” but the path 
Jesus chose to offer his love to 
all people.

Without listening and 
dialogue, he said, “we fail to 
understand the thinking of 
others or to realize deep down 
that the brother or sister we 
wish to reach and redeem with 
the power and the closeness of 
love, counts more than their 
positions, distant as they may 
be from what we hold as true 
and certain.”

Pope challenges bishops to encounter, dialogue

Sharing the faith, he said, “is not about preaching complicated 
doctrines, but joyfully proclaiming Christ who died and rose 
for our sake.”
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While pilgrims in Philadel-
phia put up with a long weekend 
of lines and security checks 
at the papal venues, the pope 
reached out to a group of people 
whose lives are lines and security 
checks for years at a time.

Pope Francis spent about an 
hour at the Curran-Fromhold 
Correctional Facility. He entered 
the gymnasium from behind 
a blue curtain, walking up on 
to the small stage and carefully 
inspecting the large chair the 
inmates had made for him. He 
turned, with a big smile across 
his face, and gave the inmates a 
sincere Pope Francis thumbs up.

As the U.S. debates the need 
for penal reform, Pope Francis 
said prisons must focus on reha-
bilitation, and he insisted that no 
one is perfect and without need 
of forgiveness. While his speech 
was addressed primarily to the 
inmates, a small group of their 
family members, prison offi cials, 
state legislators and city offi cials, 
including Philadelphia Mayor 
Michael Nutter, also attended.

About 20 minutes before the 
pope arrived — ahead of sched-
ule — Nutter greeted each of 
the inmates, who were wearing 

dark slacks and light blue scrubs, 
as they were led into the gym. 
Michele Farrell, prison warden, 
later told Catholic News Service 
that the pope “threw us a curve-
ball by showing up early.”

The inmates were told to 
stay seated, and reporters, who 
were behind them, were told 
they could not speak to the 
inmates until after the pope left. 

Deacon Ed Dymek, who 
ministers at the prison, told 
CNS, “There’s pope hope.” 

The prisoners, who were 
chosen from among those with 
records for the best behavior, 
“are as excited as can be,” 
Deacon Dymek said. “This visit 
is hopefully inspiration for them 
to lead better lives.”

Pope Francis addressed 
the inmates in Spanish, “not 
English because I do not speak 
it well.” However, he said, his 
aide, Msgr. Mark Miles from 
the Vatican Secretariat of State, 
“does” speak well.

The pope also told the in-
mates he was visiting as a pastor, 
“but mostly as a brother.”

Serving time in prison is 
a painful time, said the pope, 
who continues to speak on 
the telephone with inmates he 
used to visit in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. “Any society, any 
family, which cannot share 

or take seriously the 
pain of its children 
and views that pain as 
something normal or to 
be expected, is a society 
‘condemned’ to remain 
a hostage to itself, prey 
to the very things which 
cause that pain.”

Pope Francis insisted 
Jesus “teaches us to see 
the world through his 
eyes — eyes which are 
not scandalized by the 
dust picked up along the 
way, but want to cleanse, 
heal and restore. He asks 
us to create new oppor-
tunities: for inmates, for 
their families, for correc-
tional authorities, and for 
society as a whole.”

The pope spoke to 
the inmates about Jesus 
washing his disciples’ feet, 
explaining that back in those 
days, people wore sandals and 
the roads were dusty. Every-
one needed to have his or her 
feet cleaned. Often there were 
pebbles and stones, too, which 
hurt.

“Life is a journey, along 
different roads, different paths, 
which leave their mark on us,” 
the pope said. “We know in 
faith that Jesus seeks us out. 
He wants to heal our wounds, 

to soothe our feet, which hurt 
from traveling alone, to wash 
each of us clean of the dust 
from our journey.”

Jesus, the pope said, 
“doesn’t ask us where we have 
been, he doesn’t question us 
what about we have done.” 
Instead, Jesus washes peoples’ 
feet and gives them life. 

“The Lord goes in search 
of us; to all of us he stretches 
out a helping hand,” the pope 
said. “It is painful when we see 

prison systems which are not 
concerned to care for wounds, 
to soothe pain, to offer new 
possibilities. 

“It is painful when we see 
people who think that only 
others need to be cleansed, 
purifi ed, and do not recognize 
that their weariness, pain and 
wounds are also the weariness, 
pain and wounds of society,” 
Pope Francis continued.

The pope urged the pris-
oners to dedicate their time in 
prison to “getting back on the 
right road” and preparing to 
rejoin society.

After the pope left, Heri-
berto Mejia, a prisoner who 
uses a wheelchair, told CNS 
he asked the pope to pray for 
him. 

“I feel so good. God has 
changed my heart,” said Mejia, 
who is awaiting trial on drug 
charges. “After this visit, we 
have to have to do better. ... We 
can’t go back to doing things the 
same way.”

Dechon Adams, who was 
charged with a weapons of-
fense, called it “beautiful” that 
the pope took the time to greet 
each prisoner — 11 women and 
close to 60 men — and offer his 
blessing.

Adams, who identifi ed 
himself as Christian, agreed with 
Pope Francis’ explanation of 
Jesus’ washing the disciples’ feet. 

“We all need cleansing,” 
Adams said.

After 19 months in prison, 
the 23-year-old said the experi-
ence has been tough on both 
him and his family, though he’s 
found solace in faith.

“It’s harder for my family 
than me. It’s hard for them to 
see me like this,” he said.

“This is the most time that 
I’ve had to refl ect and pray ... 
get close to Jesus,” Adams said. 
“That’s all you can do.”

POPE FRANCIS blesses a prisoner as he visits the Curran-
Fromhold Correctional Facility in Philadelphia Sept. 27. (CNS 
photo/Paul Haring)

Everyone needs forgiveness, healing, pope tells inmates
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While a juridical process 
is necessary for making ac-
curate judgments, the Catholic 
Church’s marriage annulment 
process must be quicker, cheap-
er and much more of a pastoral 
ministry, Pope Francis said.

Rewriting a section of the 
Latin-rite Code of Canon Law 
and of the Code of Canons of 
the Eastern Churches, Pope 
Francis said he was not “pro-
moting the nullity of mar-
riages, but the quickness of the 
processes, as well as a correct 
simplicity” of the procedures 
so that Catholic couples are not 
“oppressed by the shadow of 
doubt” for prolonged periods.

The Vatican released Sept. 
8 the texts of two papal docu-
ments, “Mitis Iudex Dominus 
Iesus” (“The Lord Jesus, the 
Gentle Judge”) for the Latin-rite 
church and “Mitis et miseri-
cors Iesus,” (“The Meek and 
Merciful Jesus”) for the Eastern 
Catholic churches.

The changes, including 
the option of a brief process 
without the obligatory automatic 
appeal, go into effect Dec. 8, 
the opening day of the Year of 
Mercy.

The rules for the Latin and 
Eastern churches are substan-
tially the same since the differ-
ences in texts refer mainly to the 
different structures of the hierar-
chy with Latin churches having 
bishops and Eastern churches 
having eparchs and patriarchs.

Pope Francis said the chang-
es in the annulment process 
were motivated by “concern 
for the salvation of souls,” and 
particularly “charity and mercy” 
toward those who feel alien-
ated from the church because 
of their marriage situations and 
the perceived complexity of the 
church’s annulment process.

The new rules replace 
canons 1671-1691 of the Code 
of Canon Law and canons 1357-
1377 of the Eastern code. Pope 
Francis also provided a set of 
“procedural regulations” outlin-
ing how his reforms are to take 
place, encouraging bishops in 
small dioceses to train personnel 
who can handle marriage cases 
and spelling out specifi c condi-
tions when a bishop can issue 
a declaration of nullity after an 
abbreviated process.

Those conditions include: 
when it is clear one or both 
parties lacked the faith to give 
full consent to a Catholic mar-
riage; when the woman had an 
abortion to prevent procreation; 
remaining in an extramarital 
relationship at the time of 

the wedding or immediately 
afterward; one partner hiding 
knowledge of infertility, a seri-
ous contagious disease, children 
from a previous union or a his-
tory of incarceration; and when 
physical violence was used to 
extort consent for the marriage.

The reformed processes 
were drafted by a special com-
mittee Pope Francis established 
a year earlier. Among the criteria 
he said guided their work, the 
fi rst he listed was the possibility 
of there being “only one execu-
tive sentence in favor of nullity” 
when the local bishop or judge 
delegated by him had the “moral 
certainty” that the marriage was 
not valid. Previously an appeal 
was automatic and a declaration 
of nullity had to come from two 
tribunals.

Msgr. Pio Vito Pinto, dean 
of the Roman Rota, a Vatican 
court, and president of the 
commission that drafted the 
new rules, told reporters that 
Pope Francis asked for updates 
throughout the year, sought a 
review by four “great canonists” 
not involved in the drafting and 
in the end adopted the changes 
with “great seriousness, but also 
great serenity.”

The changes made by Pope 
Francis, particularly the respon-
sibility and trust placed in local 
bishops, are the most substantial 
changes in the church’s marriage 
law since the pontifi cate of Pope 
Benedict XIV in the mid-1700s, 
Msgr. Pinto said. Even with 
the 1917 and 1983 new Codes 
of Canon Law, the process 
for recognizing the nullity of a 
marriage remained “substantially 
unchanged,” he said.

“Putting the poor at the 
center is what distinguishes the 
reform of Pope Francis from 
those made by Pope Pius X and 
Pope Benedict XIV,” Msgr. 
Pinto said.

In fact, Pope Francis or-
dered that the “gratuity of the 
procedure be assured so that, 
in a matter so closely tied to the 
salvation of souls, the church — 
by demonstrating to the faithful 
that she is a generous mother — 
may demonstrate the gratuitous 
love of Christ, which saves us 
all.”

Pressed by reporters about 
how quickly the new procedures 
will go into effect in dioceses 
around the world, Msgr. Pinto 
said it will take some dioceses 
longer than others to adapt to 
the new norms and to fi nd ways 
to fi nance their tribunals other 
than charging couples. People 
must remember, he said, that 
the canon lawyers who are not 
priests deserve to be compen-
sated and need to support their 
families.

The rules are not retroac-
tive, he said; however, any 
initial sentence issued Dec. 8 
or later would fall under the 
new rules and not require an 
automatic appeal if both par-
ties agree.

Cardinal Francesco Coc-
copalmerio, president of the 
Pontifi cal Council for Legis-
lative Texts, who also was a 
member of the commission, 
insisted the pope’s new rules 
were not about “annulling 
marriages,” but about recog-
nizing and declaring the nullity 
of a marriage, in other words, 
declaring that it never existed 
as a valid sacrament.

Although the new rules re-
move the obligation that a dec-
laration of nullity automatically 
be appealed, he said, it does 
not remove the right of one of 
the parties to appeal the deci-
sion. However, he said, “and 
this is a great innovation,” if 

the appeals court believes the 
appeal is “obviously a delaying 
tactic,” the appeals court can 
issue a decree confi rming the 
nullity of the marriage without 
a full process.

Msgr. Alejandro Bunge, 
secretary of the commission 
and a member of the Roman 
Rota, said the new processes 
are motivated by recognition of 
the church as a “fi eld hospital,” 
as Pope Francis has described 
it. “For those who have special 
injuries — a marriage null 
from the beginning — we will 
have intensive care” in the 
form of more rapid annulment 
procedures.

While many marriage cases 
will continue to require time 
in order to arrive at the truth, 
he said, the longer procedure 
will be reserved to those cases 
in which it is not obvious that 
the marriage was null from the 
beginning and in which the 

Pope Francis simplifi es annulment process
couple does not agree that a 
real marriage never existed.

Byzantine Bishop Dimi-
trios Salachas of Greece, also 
a member of the commission 
that drafted the new rules, 
said they were urgent for his 
Eastern church. Some 90 
percent of his married faithful 
are married to a member of 
the Greek Orthodox Church, 
which permits second mar-
riages under special penitential 
provisions.

Most Catholics who have 
divorced an Orthodox “don’t 
wait years and years” for the 
Catholic Church’s double 
declaration of nullity, he said. 
“They just leave,” fi nding it 
easier to follow the Orthodox 
Church’s procedures and begin 
a second union in the Ortho-
dox Church.

The changes, he said, “were 
necessary, including to keep 
the Catholics” in the church.  

An update from the Austin Tribunal
In order to respond to Pope Francis’ call for greater attention to evangelization 

and catechesis in a compassionate manner, the diocesan Tribunal Offi ce, with the 
guidance of Bishop Joe Vásquez, has created some new initiatives and updated 
others.

• A Tribunal task force created a new workshop called “Annulment: Pathway to 
Healing.” Entering the diffi cult process of healing from the pain of divorce can be 
daunting, so much so that individuals often will not seek counsel in entering into the 
marriage-nullity process. A person, who has not received a declaration of nullity after 
a divorce and wants to remarry in the Catholic Church, may feel forced to marry fi rst 
in a civil ceremony. This prevents him or her from full participation in the church’s 
sacramental life. Confi dentiality may be a concern, especially in smaller or rural par-
ishes. The Tribunal staff wants to assist parish leaders in accommodating individuals 
entering the healing process. The audience would be those who are already in the 
process of completing a formal petition for an annulment, or those who are reluctant 
to begin this process. The fi rst session will be held at the diocesan Pastoral Center 
Jan. 22 from 7 to 9 p.m. and Jan. 23 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The purpose of this ses-
sion is to help the participants, by a straight-to-the-heart response, begin a journey 
in awareness of the healing process involved in their seeking an annulment. Further 
information will be forthcoming. The Tribunal’s intention is to hold these sessions in 
regional areas of the diocese and in both English and Spanish.

• As of Aug. 1, all forms regarding marriage nullity, marriage preparation and 
related resources have been updated and are available on the diocesan website at 
www.austindiocese.org where Catholics can print or download the current forms. 
If you are unable to fi nd a form or have questions, please call the Tribunal. Many 
times the required information is missing, either because petitioners do not provide 
it, or because we who assist them have not asked the right questions. The Tribunal 
staff wants to be more effi cient and pastorally helpful. The Tribunal is now working 
on fi ll-in-the-blank forms and petitions for the Spanish applicants. 

• The Tribunal will provide every parish with two copies of the diocesan Advo-
cacy Nullity Training Notebook. The Tribunal staff provides workshops, at both the 
Pastoral Center and in regions, to train both clergy and lay leaders, in order to assist 
people seeking a Declaration of Nullity. 

• The following are programs and workshops provided by the Offi ce of Canonical 
and Tribunal Services:

Annulment: A Pathway to Healing (for those seeking an annulment or reluctant to 
enter the nullity process)

Annulment Writing Workshop (for those already writing their annulment petition)
Advocacy Training for Nullity Workshop (for clergy and designated laypersons 

assisting with the nullity process)
Marriage Preparation Training Workshop (Texas Catholic Conference forms) 

(diocesan guidelines and paperwork necessary for marriage preparation)
For more information on the diocesan Tribunal, visit www.austindiocese.

org/offi ces-ministries/offi ces/canonical-and-tribunal-services or call (512) 949-
2479.
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Following the Mass, please 
join us as we proceed to Our 

Lady’s sacred grounds, where 
there will be blessings for 

the families with loved ones 
interred at Our Lady, along 
with our annual scattering 

of wildfl ower seeds, and 
refreshments of soul cakes.

All are invited to join us for our annual

All Souls’ Day Mass
at St. Helen Catholic Church

2700 E. Austin Avenue, Georgetown, Texas 78626 

OUR LADY OF THE 
ROSARY CEMETERY 
& PRAYER GARDENS

Th e St. Helen Catholic School 
Student Ambassadors will be 

assisting as Liturgical Ministers.

Music will be provided by 
Dr. Barry Scott Williamson, 

Director of Music Ministries for 
St. Helen Catholic Church.

330 Berry Lane
Georgetown, Texas 78626

www.olotr.com • 512.863.8411

Celebrated by Fr. Sang Quan, 
Associate Pastor of St. Helen 

Catholic Church

Monday, November 2nd 
at 4:00 pm

BY CAROL GLATZ  
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Pope Francis asked the 
world’s young Catholics to 
perform spiritual and corporal 
works of mercy every month 
in the run-up to World Youth 
Day next July.

He asked that they not be 
afraid to experience God’s 
“boundless mercy, so that in 
turn you may become apostles 
of mercy by your actions, 
words and prayers in our 
world, wounded by selfi shness, 
hatred and so much despair.”

The pope’s request was 
part of his message for World 

Youth Day 2016 — an inter-
national gathering that will be 
celebrated in Krakow, Poland, 
July 26-31. The celebration’s 
theme, from the Gospel of St. 
Matthew, is “Blessed are the 
merciful, for they will receive 
mercy.” 

Jesus and his beatitudes 
show how it is better to give 
than to receive and how “we 
will be truly blessed and happy 
only when we enter into the 
divine ‘logic’ of gift and gra-
cious love,” he said in the 
message, released Sept. 28 at 
the Vatican.

When people discover that 
“God has loved us infi nitely 
in order to make us capable 

of loving like him, without 
measure,” then they them-
selves can become instruments 
of God’s mercy, bringing hope 
and healing to those in need.

“I ask you, then, to re-
discover the 
corporal works 
of mercy: to 
feed the hun-
gry; give drink 
to the thirsty; 
clothe the na-
ked; welcome 
the stranger; 
assist the sick; 
visit the impris-
oned and bury 
the dead,” he 
said.

“Nor 
should we 
overlook the 
spiritual works 

of mercy: to counsel the 
doubtful; teach the ignorant; 
admonish sinners; comfort the 
sorrowful; forgive offenses; pa-
tiently bear with troublesome 
people and pray to God for the 
living and the dead.”

In order to become more 
authentic and credible disciples 
of Christ, the pope sug-
gested “that for the fi rst seven 
months of 2016, you choose a 
corporal and a spiritual work 
of mercy to practice each 
month.”

Pope Francis recalled 
the example of Blessed Pier 
Giorgio Frassati, who lived his 
short life by receiving God in 
the Eucharist every morning 
and then returning that divine 
presence and love by visiting 
and helping the poor each day.

The pope also asked young 
people to fi nd inspiration in 
the prayer of St. Faustina Kow-
alska, which describes specifi c 
ways one’s eyes, ears, tongue, 
hands, feet and heart can be 
merciful in everyday life.

“The Divine Mercy mes-
sage is a very specifi c life plan 
because it involves action. One 
of the most obvious works of 
mercy, and perhaps the most 
diffi cult to put into practice, 
is to forgive those who have 
offended us, who have done us 

wrong or whom we consider 
to be enemies,” the pope said.

Even though it seems so 
hard to forgive, pardoning oth-
ers is a powerful grace placed 
in “our fragile hands to attain 
serenity of heart. To let go of 
anger, wrath, violence, and re-
venge are necessary conditions 
to living joyfully.”

“Only a few months are 
left before we meet in Poland. 
Krakow, the city of St. John 
Paul II and St. Faustina Kowal-
ska, is waiting for us with open 
arms and hearts,” said the 
pope, who was scheduled to 
attend events July 28-31.

These two saints were “two 
great apostles of mercy in our 
times,” as they desired the 
message of God’s mercy reach 
all people on earth and fi ll their 
hearts with hope, he said. 

The text of the pope’s 
message in English is available 
online at http://m.vatican.va/
content/francescomobile/en/
messages/youth/documents/
papa-francesco_20150815_
messaggio-giovani_2016.html.

The text of the pope’s 
message in Spanish is available 
online at: http://m.vatican.va/
content/francescomobile/es/
messages/youth/documents/
papa-francesco_20150815_
messaggio-giovani_2016.html.

Youth asked to perform works of mercy before WYD

St. Mary Parish in Brenham
invites you to join us as we celebrate our

25th Annual
POLISH HERITAGE FESTIVAL
Sunday, Oct. 25 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Serving traditional home-made Polish foods –– Sausage (Kielbasa), Rosol Z 
Kury, Czarnina — from 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Adult plates: $8; children: $5

Music provided by Daniel and the Country Boys 
Activities: live auction, cake booth, country store, games for all ages.
For information, call St. Mary‛s Catholic Church at (979) 836-4441.
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B I S H O P  J O E  S . 
VÁSQUEZ is the fi fth 
bishop of the Austin 
Diocese. He shep-

herds more than 
530,000 Catho-

lics in 25 Central 
Texas counties.

Editor: Bishop Vásquez, this 
month the implementation process 
of the Pastoral Plan begins as the 
plan is distributed to the priests and 
parishes. Please remind us of the 
three goals of the plan.

Bishop Vásquez: Our Pastoral 
Plan is entitled “Encounter that Leads 
to Transformation.” The primary vi-
sion of the plan is to invite everyone 
to a renewed personal encounter with 
Jesus, which then changes everything 
and fi lls us with joy.

“ The joy of the gospel fi lls the 
hearts and lives of all who encounter 
Jesus. Those who accept his offer of 
salvation are set free from sin, sorrow, 
inner emptiness and loneliness. With 
Christ joy is constantly born anew 
… I wish to encourage the Christian 
faithful to embark upon a new chapter 
of evangelization marked by this joy, 
while pointing out new paths for the 
Church’s journey in years to come,” 
Pope Francis wrote in “Evangelii 
Gaudium.” With this in mind, there are 
three goals that the Diocese of Austin 
has formed to help us encounter and 
be transformed by Christ. 

The fi rst is to provide spiritual 
formation that leads to the encounter 
with Christ. The second is to develop 
a culture of ministry that sustains this 
transformation. And the third is to 
strengthen our witness and outreach so 
that more individuals and communities 
can be transformed.

These goals are critical because 
each one of them points back to the 
importance of that original transfor-
mational encounter with Christ. It is 
in and through that encounter that 
our lives are transformed and our faith 
deepened so that we can then help 
others realize the joy of Christ. 

Editor: What do you consider 
the most important part of the plan?

Bishop Vásquez: The most 
important aspect of the plan is that 
encounter with Jesus Christ. I believe 
that people have had and are having 
encounters with Jesus Christ on a daily 
basis. Our diocese and our parishes 
provide excellent programs, projects 
and catechesis happening already; with 
this Pastoral Plan, we want to extend 
these activities. Because we are trans-
formed by Christ, we want to witness 
to and engage more people effectively 
so that Christ becomes the source of 
all our activity. 

I specifi cally want to highlight the 
communal and sacramental dimensions 
of our faith, which the Pastoral Plan 
does address. 

For us as Catholics, our faith is 

communal. We meet Christ in the 
community of the church. At times, 
this may be a challenge to understand 
because the church — founded by the 
Holy Spirit — is also composed of 
human beings. We are not perfect and 
we must remember that no community 
is perfect. This is why the church is 
always in need of renewal and reform. 
But no one should doubt that the 
church, the body of Christ, founded 
by God is where we encounter Jesus 
Christ.

Secondly, our encounter with Jesus 
is sacramental. We meet Jesus in the 
sacraments, especially in the weekly 
celebration of the Eucharist. We meet 
him in the Scriptures proclaimed at 
Mass. We meet him also in people — 
in our deacons, priests and bishops 
and in the whole community. We are 
the body of Christ and the sacraments 
sustain our communities in faith. 

Because of the communal nature 
and sacramentality of our faith, our 
priests are essential. As a diocese, 
we must support vocations and help 
our priests be effective pastors and 
leaders. We must also look at how we 
are forming our lay people. More and 
more laity are taking on leadership 
roles in our parishes and in our orga-
nizations. Therefore, we need to do all 
we can to support them as they take 
on more responsibilities.

Editor: The Synod on the Fam-
ily will take place at the beginning 
of October how does the plan relate 
to family?

Bishop Vásquez: The fi rst goal 
of the Pastoral Plan mentions families 
immediately. The family is the domes-
tic church, a place of transforming 
spiritual growth for forming disciples. 

The “domestic church” simply means 
in the family the church is already 
present. Family life is a beautiful bless-
ing from God when we have parents 
who love their children and children 
responding to the love of their parents. 
Parents are the fi rst teachers of their 
children in the faith. 

Because families are essential, they 
want to know that the church wel-
comes them, nourishes them, sustains 
them and heals them. Many families 
are experiencing stress of daily life 
and the church must be there to help 
strengthen them so they are able to 

continue to be the domestic church. 
Our families are the basic unit of the 
whole society. Strong families make a 
strong church and society.

Editor: Looking ahead, we will 
begin the Jubilee Year of Mercy in 
December. How does the Pastoral 
Plan incorporate mercy?

Bishop Vásquez: I think the Pas-
toral Plan inherently incorporates mer-
cy throughout each of the goals. Mercy 
is not only about the forgiveness of 
sins. In its widest sense, mercy is about 
people having the right relationship 
with God and others. The church is 
the instrument of mercy that refl ects 
the compassionate face of God. We 
need to bring God’s mercy everywhere 
– to our homes, to our schools, to our 
communities and to our prisons. As 
true disciples of Christ, we are called to 
go out into the world and give witness 
to the mercy of God. 

In this Jubilee Year all of us need 
to experience God’s mercy. We should 

encourage our fellow Catholics to 
go to confession and to come to 
Mass and participate in the life of the 
church. Mercy means inviting fallen 
away Catholics back to the church and 
if they have been hurt in some way by 
the church, helping them fi nd healing 
and renewed faith. The church is our 
mother who nourishes us and sustains 
us and is always ready to embrace us 
and as communities of faith, we want 
to be welcoming of all people.

Editor: As the diocese moves 
forward with the implementation of 
the Pastoral Plan, how can the aver-

age Catholic in the pew participate?
Bishop Vásquez: The Pastoral 

Plan steering committee, facilitated 
by Charlene O’Connell, has worked 
very hard to prepare this plan and to 
develop a structured implementation 
process for the plan. I want to reiter-
ate that the plan is not just about the 
hierarchy or about certain groups of 
people, it is about the whole diocese 
working together to help one another 
encounter Christ and thus transform 
our lives and our ministries. Therefore, 
I am asking all Catholics of the Dio-
cese of Austin to study this plan and 
become familiar with it. 

A study guide is available that will 
help people understand how each aspect 
of the plan affects them, their family, 
their parish and our diocese. The study 
guide is designed to help people be 
connected to and thus contribute to the 
implementation of the plan. It is divided 
into seven refl ection sections that follow 
the structure of the Pastoral Plan. For 
each refl ection, an opening prayer is of-
fered which is taken from the YOUCAT 
Youth Prayer Book. This is followed by 
either a quote from Scripture or a related 
quote from a document of the church. 
The refl ection questions and the study 
guide are designed to help Catholics 
focus on their faith journey to deepen 
their relationship with Jesus Christ and 
his church and become an “inspiring and 
credible witness” of our Catholic faith.

Editor: What is your prayer for 
the new Pastoral Plan?

Bishop Vásquez: There is a 
beautiful prayer that was developed for 
the plan, and I want to quote part of it 
because it summarizes beautifully the 
pastoral plan: “May the joy of the Gos-
pel transform our minds to see fresh 
possibilities and be prophetic visionar-
ies. Give us the insights we need to 
strengthen our Church. May we always 
be a sign of faith, hope and charity, a 
refuge where all are welcomed in Jesus’ 
name.” The prayer is available at www.
austindiocese.org/pastoral-plan-prayer.

I pray that as we deepen our 
relationships with Christ, we will thus 
become more involved in the church 
and be excellent witnesses and disciples 
in this world. 

Encountering Christ, transforming our hearts 

The most important aspect of the plan is that 
encounter with Jesus Christ. I believe that people 
have had and are having encounters with Jesus 
Christ on a daily basis. Our diocese and our 
parishes provide excellent programs, projects and 
catechesis happening already; with this Pastoral 
Plan, we want to extend these activities. Because 
we are transformed by Christ, we want to witness 
to and engage more people effectively so that 
Christ becomes the source of all our activity. 

THE IMPLE-
MENTATION 
PROCESS for 
the new Pastoral 
Plan for the Dio-
cese of Austin 
begins in early 
October. More 
information on 
the Pastoral Plan 
can be found at 
www.austindio-
cese.org/pasto-
ralplan.
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Our Sunday Visitor seeks a Senior Campaign 
Consultant to partner with parishes and dioceses; 
develop stewardship and/or fundraising strate-
gies; and sell our Increased Offertory Program to 

parishes.  If you have a fundraising and sales background coupled with strong 
project management skills/experience, please visit: www.osvjobs.com for a 
detailed position description and instructions on how to apply.

This unique position opportunity has the ability to transform how churches 
serve their parishioners and ultimately how Our Sunday Visitor understands 
and serves its customers. Be a part of something bigger.  

*Interest rates are subject to change.
Minimum guaranteed rate is 1.50% . 

512-303-5936

Securing Families’ Lives Since 1901

254-822-1933

325-388-4698

Monica Mikeska

254-760-3653

979-725-1111

We’re the 401(k) & IRA 
Rollover Specialists

Retiring soon? Changing jobs? 
Want a better return on your IRA?

3.40%
APY

**

**Includes current yield +

BY DEACON DAN LUPO
GUEST COLUMNIST

“Brothers, select from among you 
seven reputable men, fi lled with the 
Spirit and wisdom… They presented 
these men to the apostles who prayed 
and laid hands on them…” (Acts 
6:3,6).

As this Scripture passage says, the 
Holy Spirit fi lls men’s hearts with a call 
to become deacons. The early church 
discerned its fi rst deacons by the pres-
ence of that Spirit at work in these 
men in four ways.

First, the church discerned that 
the Spirit had marked these men with 
a strong human character: they were 

“dignifi ed, not deceitful, not addicted 
to drink, not greedy for sordid gain, 
 holding fast to the mystery of the faith 
with a clear conscience … [able to] 
manage their children and their house-
holds well” (1Tm 3:8-9,12). 

Likewise today, the church’s “fi rst 
step in discerning a diaconal vocation 
is [to assess] the character of the man 
… look[ing] to the foundation to see 
if ministry can be sustained by the hu-
man character” writes Deacon James 
Keating in the recently published “The 
Heart of the Diaconate.”

Second, the Spirit imbued the fi rst 
deacons’ intellect with wisdom –– an 
extraordinary understanding of God’s 
presence in his life and in the world, 
gained through his close relationship 

with the Word made fl esh. 
Today’s church similarly seeks evi-

dence that a man’s intellect is enlight-
ened by the Spirit. 

According to the “National Direc-
tory for the Formation, Ministry and 
Life of Permanent Deacons in the 
United States,” deacons engage in min-
istry “not [out] of their own wisdom 
but [out] of the Word of God...”

Two additional characteristics of 
suitability for diaconal ministry are the 
“grace and power” that marked St. 
Stephen, the fi rst deacon to serve the 
early church.

So, third, the Holy Spirit’s grace 
enabled St. Stephen to work “great 
wonders and signs among the people” 
(Acts 6:8). The word “deacon” means 
“servant” in Greek; it is his service to 
those in need, therefore, that reveals 
the Spirit’s grace at work.   

This same grace must be evident in 
a man aspiring to today’s permanent 
diaconate; he must possess a natu-
ral inclination to service. The “Basic 
Norms for the Formation of Perma-
nent Deacons” states, “Christ’s spirit 
of service [which] imbues the will with 
a special grace [that inclines a man] … 
to serve his brothers and sisters.”

Fourth, because St. Stephen was 
“fi lled with the holy Spirit” (Acts 7:55) 
he had the extraordinary power to 
witness his faith, even unto death –– to 
live it and proclaim it boldly regardless 
of consequences (Acts 7). The Greek 
word for witness is “martyr.”

This ability to witness, and the ca-
pacity to forgive those who persecuted 

him, is a gift the Spirit gave Stephen. 
Today, the church discerns whether a 
man has a vibrant prayer life and the 
presence of a faith lived in commu-
nity through regular participation in 
the sacraments – two sure signs he is 
cooperating with the Spirit moving in 
him and is willing to “die-to-self” for 
the faith.

Those four aspects of suitability for 
the diaconate revealed in Scripture –– 
strong human character, enlightened 
intellect, pastoral service, and spiritual 
wisdom and strength –– are the same 
characteristics today’s church seeks to 
discern in men when she invites them 
into her deacon formation program. 

The next permanent diaconate class 
will begin in January 2017 (see box at 
left). A man (30 to 57 years old) who 
wishes to explore a possible call to the 
permanent diaconate should fi rst dis-
cuss that call with his pastor. A pastor’s 
written consent is required to attend 
any session.

Further information is available at 
www.austindiocese.org/offi ces-minis-
tries/offi ces/diaconal-min istry-offi ce/
diaconal-formation or by calling (512) 
949-2459.

The Holy Spirit calls men to the diaconate

Sessions explore call to the diaconate
Information sessions exploring the vocational call, the qualities of a man 

suitable for formation, the church’s discernment process, the formation pro-
gram, diaconal ministry, and implications on marriage will be offered from 
2 to 5 p.m. on the following dates and locations: 

Oct. 18 at the Pastoral Center in Austin
Nov. 15 at the Pastoral Center in Austin
Dec. 13 at St. John the Evangelist Parish in Marble Falls
Jan. 17 at St. Mary Parish in Brenham
Feb. 14 at Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish in Temple 
March 13 at St. John the Evangelist Parish in San Marcos
April 10 at the Pastoral Center in Austin
Please note: A pastor’s written consent is required to attend any session.
For more information about diaconate formation, call (512) 949-2459.

DEACON DAN LUPO 
is associate director 
of Diaconal Forma-
tion for the Austin 
Diocese. He can be 
reached at (512) 949-
2411 or dan-lupo@
austindiocese.org.
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Annual Homecoming

FESTIVAL
Sunday, 

October 18

St. Mary’s in Bremond
Barbecue  11:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Polish Sausage, Beef & Trimmings - $9
Barbecue chicken & beef by the pound, 
to go at the pit. Bingo from 4 to 8 p.m.

Games

Prize
s

Refreshments  

Sandwiches   

MARY LOU GIBSON is a member 
of St. Austin Parish in Austin. She 
welcomes ideas for future columns. 
Contact her at mgibson17@austin.
rr.com.

BY MARY LOU GIBSON
COLUMNIST

The voyages of Christopher Co-
lumbus to the New World that began 
in 1492 heralded the beginning of the 
expansion of the Spanish empire. The 
excitement of the discovery of a “New 
World” was at a fevered pitch in 1526 
when a boy, Louis Bertrand (Luis Ber-
trán) was born in Valencia. Woodeene 
Koenig-Bricker writes in “365 Saints” 
that Louis was related to St. Vincent Fer-
rer through his father and was baptized 
in the same baptismal font as the saint.

Louis exhibited an exceptional 
sanctity in his young life and it came 

as no surprise to his family when he 
joined the Dominicans at age 18. He was 
ordained a priest three years later and 
was appointed master of novices a few 
years later. He held this offi ce off and on 
for about 30 years. He became a famous 
preacher and counselor, teaching that 
prayer must always precede all other ac-
tions, including preaching and teaching.

Editor Michael Walsh writes in 
“Butler’s Lives of the Saints” that in 
1557 Louis worked tirelessly to help the 
sick during the pestilence that raged in 
Valencia. It was about this time that he 
met St. Teresa of Avila who wrote to 
him about her plan to reform Carmel 
and he advised her on this project.

During these years in Valencia, Louis 
heard many stories of Spanish conquis-
tadors traveling to the “New World” 
and reporting on the “savages” that 
lived there. Bernard Bangley writes in 
“Butler’s Lives of the Saints” that Louis 
grew more and more concerned about 
these people and yearned to preach the 
Gospel to them.

Finally in 1562 when he was 36, 

Louis left Spain and landed at Cartagena 
in New Granada (Colombia). He spoke 
only Spanish and preached to the Native 
Americans through an interpreter. There 
were reports that God granted him a gift 
of tongues so that the Indians could un-
derstand him. Another story told about 
him is that while preaching in Colombia, 
he was attacked by an armed man. When 
Louis made the Sign of the Cross over 
the weapon, it was transformed into a 
crucifi x.

According to Walsh, Louis con-
verted thousands of souls in the next 
three years in the Isthmus of Panama 
and the province of Cartegena. He vis-
ited the Caribs of the Leeward Islands, 
San Tomé in the Virgin Islands, and 
San Vincente in the Windwards, before 
returning to Colombia.

Louis was shocked and deeply upset 
by the avarice and cruelty of the Spanish 
adventurers to the natives and was one 
of the fi rst to criticize their practices. 
After seven years of missionary work, 
Louis returned to Spain to plead the 
cause of the oppressed Indians, but he 

was not successful and was not permit-
ted to return and labor among them.

He spent the rest of his life in Va-
lencia training many excellent preachers 
who succeeded him in the mission work 
in the new world. The fi rst lesson he 
gave his priests was that humble and 
fervent prayer must always be the prin-
cipal preparation for the preaching: “for 
words without works never have power 
to touch or change hearts.”

He preached his last sermon in the 
Valencia cathedral in 1580. He was carried 
from the pulpit to his bed where he spent 
the next several months with a painful 
illness. Louis died on Oct. 9, 1581.

He was canonized in 1671 by Pope 
Clement X. A statue of St. Louis is 
on the north Colonnade of St. Peter’s 
Basilica in Rome. He is the patron of 
Colombia. 

St. Louis Bertrand brought faith to the New World

ST. LOUIS BERTRAND 
(Photo courtesy www.
domincains.ca)
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Catholic Relief Services Collection totals
The Catholic Relief Service special collection was taken up March 14-15. Totals are listed below by deanery. If your parish fi nds an error, call (512) 949-2423.

Parish Totals Parish Totals Parish Totals Parish Totals

Austin Central Deanery
Austin, Cristo Rey $4,162.87
Austin, Holy Cross $476.00
Austin, Our Lady of Guadalupe $1,179.07
Austin, Sacred Heart $3,178.51
Austin, St. Austin $3,261.12
Austin, St. Ignatius $7,206.56
Austin, St. Julia $533.24
Austin, St. Mary Cathedral $2,587.14
Austin, San Jose $1,527.00
Austin, University Catholic Center $100.05
Austin Central Deanery Totals $24,211.56

Austin North Deanery
Austin, Holy Vietnamese Martyrs $2,220.00
Austin, St. Albert the Great $2,911.00
Austin, St. Louis $3,951.30
Austin, St. Theresa $6,020.00
Austin, St. Thomas More $8,503.01
Austin, St. Vincent de Paul $3,763.00
Cedar Park, St. Margaret Mary $5,599.55
Lago Vista, Our Lady of the Lake $1,383.50
Austin North Deanery Totals $34,351.36

Austin South Deanery
Austin, St. Catherine of Siena $13,150.33
Austin, St. John Neumann $30,703.00
Austin, St. Paul $2,814.06
Austin, St. Peter the Apostle $1,563.00
Austin, San Francisco Javier $525.00
Lakeway, Emmaus $2,509.38
Austin South Deanery Totals $51,264.77

Bastrop/Lockhart Deanery
Bastrop, Ascension $2,395.72
Elgin, Sacred Heart $2,282.31
Lockhart, St. Mary of the Visitation $1,478.29
Luling, St. John $595.00

Rockne, Sacred Heart $1,411.32
Smithville, St. Paul $1,219.00
String Prairie, Assumption $476.00
Uhland, St.Michael $221.90
Bastrop/Lockhart Deanery Totals $10,079.54

Brenham/La Grange Deanery
Brenham, St. Mary $1,094.50
Chappell Hill, St. Stanislaus $479.00
Dime Box, St. Joseph $272.00
Ellinger/Hostyn Hill, St. Mary $721.00
Fayetteville, St. John $1,495.00
Giddings, St. Margaret $2,638.90
La Grange, Sacred Heart $1,253.60
Lexington, Holy Family $378.00
Old Washington on the Brazos, St. Mary $33.00
Pin Oak, St. Mary $202.71
Rockdale, St. Joseph $495.15
Somerville, St. Ann $333.00
Brenham/La Grange Deanery Totals $9,395.86

Bryan/College Station Deanery
Bremond, St. Mary $750.00
Bryan, St. Anthony $1,305.00
Bryan, St. Joseph $1,155.00
Bryan, Santa Teresa $733.00
Caldwell, St. Mary $1,309.00
College Station, St. Mary $4,747.57
College Station, St. Thomas Aquinas $3,765.16
Franklin, St. Francis of Assisi $546.00
Frenstat, Holy Rosary $407.00
Hearne, St. Mary $780.00
Bryan/College Station Deanery Totals $15,497.73

Georgetown/Round Rock Deanery
Andice, Santa Rosa $4,449.00
Corn Hill, Holy Trinity $1,080.25
Georgetown, St. Helen $5,929.01

Granger, Sts. Cyril and Methodius $1,468.00
Manor, St. Joseph $416.90
Pfl ugerville, St. Elizabeth $3,129.63
Round Rock, St. John Vianney $3,303.02
Round Rock, St. William $15,713.00
Taylor, Our Lady of Guadalupe $486.33
Taylor, St. Mary of the Assumption $2,305.20
Georgetown/Round Rock Totals $38,280.34

Killeen/Temple Deanery
Belton, Christ the King $3,522.00
Burlington, St. Michael $133.00
Cameron, St. Monica $418.00
Copperas Cove, Holy Family $6,130.00
Cyclone, St. Joseph $259.00
Harker Heights, St. Paul Chong Hasang $4,871.28
Killeen, St. Joseph $4,162.55
Marak, Sts. Cyril and Methodius $157.00
Rogers, St. Matthew $357.00
Rosebud, St. Ann $270.80
Salado, St. Stephen $687.00
Temple, Our Lady of Guadalupe $1,110.00
Temple, St. Luke $2,197.00
Temple, St. Mary $1,186.50
Westphalia, Visitation $694.00
Killeen/Temple Deanery Totals $26,155.13

Lampasas/Marble Falls Deanery
Bertram, Holy Cross $155.00
Burnet, Our Mother of Sorrows $754.00
Goldthwaite, St. Peter $131.00
Horseshoe Bay, St. Paul the Apostle $1,576.00
Kingsland, St. Charles Borromeo $278.16
Lampasas, St. Mary $226.00
Llano, Holy Trinity $488.45
Lometa, Good Shepherd $163.00
Marble Falls, St. John $827.62

Mason, St. Joseph $449.00
San Saba, St. Mary $304.50
Sunrise Beach, Our Lady of the Lake $289.00
Lampasas/Marble Falls Deanery Totals $5,641.73

San Marcos Deanery
Blanco, St. Ferdinand $30.00
Buda, Santa Cruz $3,871.16
Dripping Springs, St. Martin de Porres $1,628.90
Johnson City, Good Shepherd $266.00
Kyle, St. Anthony Marie de Claret $2,798.40
San Marcos, Our Lady of Wisdom  $668.89
San Marcos, St. John $3,117.46
Wimberley, St. Mary $1,685.85
San Marcos Deanery Totals $14,066.66

Waco Deanery
China Spring, St. Phillip $395.00
Gatesville, Our Lady of Lourdes $612.59
Hamilton, St. Thomas $241.00
Lott, Sacred Heart $61.00
McGregor, St. Eugene $434.00
Marlin, St. Joseph $370.50
Mexia, St. Mary $592.00
Waco, Sacred Heart $1,426.90
Waco, St. Francis on the Brazos $617.00
Waco (Hewitt), St. Jerome $2,563.75
Waco, St. John the Baptist $133.31
Waco (Bellmead), St. Joseph $970.25
Waco, St. Louis $3,669.59
Waco, St. Mary of the Assumption $1,115.00
Waco, St. Peter Catholic Center $336.10
Waco Deanery Totals $13,537.99
 
Miscellaneous $320.00
 
Grand Totals $242,802.67

BY DEKARLOS BLACKMON
GUEST COLUMNIST

October is Respect Life Month in 
Catholic parishes across our great na-
tion. This annual observance provides 
a time to focus on the truth and dignity 
of the human person. 

Watching television, listening to the 
radio, reading the newspaper and pe-
rusing the Internet shows us just how 
much an increasingly secular society is 
constantly attempting to compete with 
our holiness. We consider ourselves 
a sophisticated society, but often we 
are left trying to make sense of vary-
ing incongruences to the culture of 
life, such as law enforcement offi cers 
assaulting unarmed civilians, a young 
man opening fi re in a place of worship, 
a man murdering journalists during a 
live interview, legalized abortion and 
capital punishment. 

In our culture, human life is repeat-
edly under assault. From the very mo-
ment of conception to natural death, 
life is threatened because our society 
has lost the true meaning of humanity, 
respect and basic human dignity. We 
must never lose sight of the fact that 
Christ became fl esh so that we may 
know God’s benefi cent love (1Jn 4:9) 
and to make us “partakers of the di-
vine nature” (2 Pt1:4). St. John Paul II 
in Evangelium Vitae explains to us that 
“it is an absolute imperative to respect, 
love and promote the life of every 
brother and sister, in accordance with 

the requirements of God’s bountiful 
love in Jesus Christ.” (77)

Each of us was made in the image 
and likeness of God, and so we must 
affi rm the intrinsic value of human 
life and the dignity of every human 
being in a way that transforms the 
culture of secular society. This prior-
ity is not limited to any “particular” 
human life. Rather, the priority is to 
affi rm the dignity of “every” human 
life because every human life has 
value. 

Pope Francis further reminds us, 
“All life has inestimable value even 
the weakest and most vulnerable, 
the sick, the old, the unborn and the 
poor.” As the 2015-2016 Respect 
Life theme from U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops conveys, “Each of 
our lives, and every life, is worth liv-
ing, no matter the circumstances.”

We, the people of God in Cen-
tral Texas must remember that while 
being pro-life is an integral element 
of the work of life, charity and 
justice in the diocese, being pro-life 
encompasses also the serious con-
cerns of extensive hunger, poverty, 
homelessness, violence, euthanasia, 
capital punishment and the absence 
of adequate health care. We cannot 
support those who promote wide-
spread abortion, euthanasia, capital 
punishment, and the many other ills 
that destroy the dignity of human life, 
and at the same time claim that they 
are personally opposed to the evils 
they support or endorse. We cannot 

continue to allow those who claim a 
belief in “choice” to escape the moral 
responsibility to “choose life.” 

Evangelium Vitae presents un-
equivocally that we are “to preach the 
Gospel of life, to celebrate it in the 
Liturgy and in our whole existence, 
and to serve it with the various pro-
grams and structures which support 
and promote life.” (79) The way we 
are supposed to be in the commu-
nion processional during the Holy 
Eucharist is the way we must be in 
the world every day. 

The Offi ce of Life, Charity and 
Justice encourages everyone to overt-

DEKARLOS BLACKMON, OBLSB, is 
the director of the diocesan Office 
of Life, Charity and Justice. He can 
be reached at (512) 949-2471 or 
dekarlos-blackmon@austindiocese.org.

ly participate in programs and initia-
tives that defend the dignity of every 
human life. May we never forget that 
Jesus came that we may have life, and 
have it abundantly (Jn 10:10). Let us 
take seriously our moral obligation to 
defend human life at every stage and 
every age from conception to natural 
death.

We are called to defend human life at every stage



GOOD NEWS
CATHOLIC SPIRIT22

BY NORMAN FARMER
COLUMNIST

Visitors speak only in whispers 
in the Cornaro Chapel of Sta. Maria 
Vittoria in Rome. Many come for a 
glimpse of one of the world’s most 
famous works of art: the sculpture by 
Gian Lorenzo Bernini (1598-1680) 
depicting St. Teresa of Jesus (1515-
1582) caught up beyond conscious-
ness in ecstatic union with God. Oth-
ers, for the opportunity to ponder the 
legacy of prayer under the example 
and inspiration of the great reformer 
of Discalced Carmelites and fi rst 
woman doctor of the church, whom 
the church celebrates Oct. 15. 

Those who visit the Carnaro 
Chapel cannot but be deeply moved 
by the soaring witness of a master 
artist who attended Mass daily at 
the Church of the Gesù (the Jesuit 
mother church in Rome), who prac-
ticed the Ignatian Spiritual Exercises, 
and who knew to the depths of his 
own soul what Teresa of Jesus meant 
when she explained the full union of 
spiritual marriage. “Each soul,” she 
writes, “is an interior world ... Within 
each soul there is a mansion for God. 
Now, when His Majesty is pleased 
to grant the soul the ... favor of this 
Divine Marriage, He fi rst of all brings 
it into His own Mansion. [Here], the 
Lord unites [the soul] with Himself, 
but He makes it blind and dumb, as 
He made Saint Paul at his conver-
sion [Acts 9:8] ... The great delight of 
which the soul is then conscious is 
the realization of its nearness to God. 
But when He unites it with Him, it 
understands nothing; the faculties are 
all lost” (Interior Castle ). 

Here is Dona Teresa de Ahu-

Praying with St. Teresa of Avila, doctor of the church
mada’s description of the transver-
beration whereby the angel of God 
pierced and transfi xed her heart. 
According to Marcelle Auclair in 
“Teresa of Avila,” she told Sister Ana 
Guitierrez “... I saw an angel close 
to me, on my left, in bodily shape, 
a thing granted to me but rarely. He 
was not large, but small, very beauti-
ful, his face radiant ... No doubt he 
was one of those they call cherubim. 
He did not tell me his name but I 
see clearly that there is such a differ-
ence between one angel in heaven 
and another, that I could not express 
it. He held a long golden lance in 
his hand and I thought its tip was 
all fl ames. He seemed to plunge it 
several times into my heart, right to 
the very depths of me. When he drew 
it out, he seemed to pluck my heart 
out with it, leaving me all on fi re with 
an immense love of God. The pain 
was so sharp that I moaned but the 
delight of this tremendous pain is so 
overwhelming that one cannot wish it 
to leave one, nor is the soul any lon-
ger satisfi ed with anything less than 
God. It is a spiritual, not a bodily 
pain, although the body has some 
part, even a considerable part, in it. It 
is an exchange of courtesies between 
the soul and God ... so sweet that I 
beg God to let whoever thinks I am 
not telling the truth to taste it.” 

“All on fi re with an immense love 
of God.” This is precisely Bernini’s 
characterization of the event as he 
urges us to see with our bodily eyes 
and to ponder in the precincts of our 
own souls what St. Teresa would later 
describe in the “Seventh Mansions.” 
There, at the deepest center of one’s 
very being, the heart where one’s 
soul resides, God “desires to remove 
the scales from the eyes of the soul,” 

which he 
brings into 
this man-
sion where 
“the Most 
Holy Trinity 
reveals itself, 
in all three 
Persons.” 
Here, accord-
ing to Fray 
Luis de Leon, 
the mother 
speaks of a 
vision, which, 
“though fl eet-
ing, is intuitive 
and clear, but 
of a knowl-
edge of this 
mystery which 
God gives to 
certain souls, 
through a 
most power-
ful light which 
He infuses 
into them, 
not without 
created spe-
cies. But as 
this species is 
not corporeal, 
nor fi gured 
in the imagi-
nation, the 
Mother says 
that this vision 
is intellectual 
[i.e. known to 
the rational 
mind] and not 
imaginary” (Interior Castle). Hence, 
the Collect of the Oct. 15 liturgy: “O 
God, who through your Spirit raised 
up Saint Teresa of Jesus to show the 

Church the way to seek perfection, 
grant that we may always by nour-
ished by the food of her heavenly 
teaching and fi red with longing for 
true holiness.” 

That the exquisite bodily beau-
ties of the Discalced Carmelite’s bare 
foot, of her graceful life-like hand, 
and of her lovely ecstatic face evoke 
both the words and spirit of The 
Song of Songs. They also point to 
St. John Paul II’s discernment in his 
“Man and Woman He Created Them: 
A Theology of the Body” that “the 
language of the human body” is not 
only biological but also, and even 
more so, theological. At some point, 
all who ponder the Carmelite legacy 
of prayer in the Cornaro Chapel will 
turn to this masterwork of papal 
teaching as they parse the manifold 
forms of visual, verbal and divine 
thought that Gianlorenzo Bernini 
made visible in the purest Carrara 
marble more than four centuries 
earlier.

THIS SCULPTURE, “Ecstasy of Saint Teresa,” by Gian 
Lorenzo Bernini was created in the mid-1600s and is 
in Cornaro Chapel of Sta. Maria Vittoria in Rome. By 
Livioandronico2013 (Own work) [CC BY-SA 4.0 (http://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0)], via Wikimedia 
Commons.

NORMAN FARMER, PH.D, is Professor 
Emeritus of English and Humanities 
at the University of Texas. He writes 
about the relation of sacred art to 
Catholic prayer life. Norman and his 
wife, Cora Jane, are parishioners of 
St. Austin Parish in Austin.
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The Diocesan Council of Catholic 
Women has completed a burse for the 
Clerical Endowment Fund (CEF) in 
memory of Father Karel Fink, who died 
on Aug. 5.

The totals for the burse as of Aug. 
31, 2015, are listed below by council.
Austin Council $1,005.00
Brazos Valley Council $3,791.36
Central Council $1,043.00
Eastern Council $430.00
Northern Council $840.00
Southern Council $409.00
Temple Council $438.00
Previous Balance $3,165.94
Total $11,122.30

The Clerical Endowment Fund 
provides low-cost loans to parishes. 
Interest from the loans is used to 
educate diocesan seminarians. For 
information, contact Mary Ann Till at 
(512) 353-4943.

Burse

 Catholic Scripture Study of Austin 
meets on Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. at St. 
Louis Parish in Austin. The weekly two-
hour Bible study consists of prayer, small 
group discussions and guest lecturers 
and follows the Austin ISD calendar for 
holidays. This fall the study focuses on 
“Angels Throughout the Ages.” Register 
online at www.cssaustin.org or call Patty 
Hogan at (512) 267-4789.

Catholic Scripture Study of Ce-
dar Park meets on Wednesdays at 7 
p.m. and Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. at St. 
Margaret Mary Parish in Cedar Park. 
The weekly Bible study consists of 
prayer, small group discussions and 
guest lecturers and follows the Leander 
ISD calendar for holidays. This fall the 
study is focused on “Angels Throughout 
the Ages.” For more information, con-
tact Bob Gorski at (512) 636-2927 or 
bobgorski7@gmail.com. 

Counseling Services, a program 
of Catholic Charities of Central Tex-
as, is offering a free support group for 
individuals who have suffered the loss 
of a child due to miscarriage, stillbirth, 
or early infant loss. The group is open 
to both women and men and is held on 
Thursdays from 6 to 7:30 p.m. It will 
be led by two Catholic counselors. For 
more information or to register, contact 
the Counseling Services Offi ce at (512) 
651-6150.

St. Elizabeth Parish in Pfl ugerville 
will host a series of Marriage Prepara-
tion Classes on Thursdays Oct. 8-Nov. 
12 from 7 to 9 p.m. The cost is $125 for 
non-parishioners or $100 for parishioners. 
For more information, contact the parish 
offi ce at (512) 251-9838 or to request the 
form, e-mail info@stelizabethpf.org.

Bishop Joe Vásquez will lead a 
fall retreat for all religious priests, 
brothers and sisters Oct. 10 from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the diocesan Pastoral 
Center. All religious men and women 
are invited to this retreat. For more 
information, contact Janice Ingram at 
(512) 949-2401.

A Dinner for Single Catholics will 
be held Oct. 10 at 6:30 p.m. at Cedar-
brake Catholic Retreat Center in Belton. 
Single Catholics are invited to share a 
meal, fellowship and hear two brief re-
fl ections. The cost is $15 per person. For 
more information or to register, contact 
cedarbrake@austindiocese.org or call 
(254) 780-2436.

The Catholic Charismatic Re-
newal of Austin will host a healing Mass 
Oct. 16 at 7 p.m. at Holy Cross Parish in 
Austin. Everyone is invited to come and 
experience the healing power of Jesus 
through the Holy Spirit. For more infor-
mation, visit www.ccraustin.org.

The Promise, a diocesan middle 
school youth rally, will be held Oct. 24 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Sacred Heart 
Parish in La Grange. Several hundred 
young Catholics from across the Austin 

“Created in His Image,” a day of 
refl ection with Father Joseph Nisari, will 
be held Oct. 12 from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
at Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center in 
Belton. With psychology and Scripture, 
Father Nisari will address the question 
of “who am I” with participants. The 
cost is $35, which includes lunch. For 
more information or to register, contact 
cedarbrake@austindiocese.org or call 
(254) 780-2436.

“God Forgives Me, Why Can’t I 
Forgive Myself” will be held Oct. 13 
from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at Eagle’s 
Wings Retreat Center in Burnet. Cheryl 
Maxwell will lead participants in this day 
of refl ection that focuses on the power 
of forgiveness. Participants are invited to 
explore God’s mercy and love. The cost 
is $35 per person and a light breakfast 
and lunch are included. Pre-registration 
is required. To register, visit www.ewrc.
org. 

“Called, Gifted and Sent!” a 
weekend retreat, will be held Oct. 
23-25 at Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat 
Center in Belton. Ursuline Sister Bridget 
Haase will help participants refl ect on 
how our calling to be a child of God 
immerses us in the sacred of everyday 
life, enkindles us with the fi re of love 
and anoints us for service to the world. 
Cost is $195 for a private room, $160 
per person for a shared room and $85 
for commuters. For more information 
or to register, contact cedarbrake@
austindiocese.org or call (254) 780-2436.

Project Rachel is a compassion-
ate and confi dential ministry that helps 
women and men suffering emotionally 
and spiritually from the trauma of abor-
tion. Project Rachel retreats are offered 
throughout the year at private locations. 
The next retreat is scheduled for Oct. 
30-Nov. 1. For more information or to 
register, contact Mary Helen Russell at 
(512) 949-2488 or maryhelen-russell@
austindiocese.org.

“How to Grieve,” a day of refl ec-
tion, will be held Nov. 4 from 9 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. at Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat 
Center in Belton. Walking through grief 

can be the most diffi cult part of life’s 
journey. Mourning can seem to inten-
sify as the holidays approach. During 
this day of refl ection, Judy Hoelscher, a 
Hospice chaplain, will explore Scripture, 
look at the natural journey of grief, and 
discover ways to face grief and seek heal-
ing. The cost is $35 and includes lunch. 
For more information or to register, 
contact cedarbrake@austindiocese.org 
or call (254) 780-2436.

“Merciful Like the Father,” a 
weekend retreat, will be held Nov. 6-8 
at Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center in 
Belton. Deacons will lead this weekend 
which will follow the course of salvation 
history, from Eden to the presentation 
with Our Lady, St. John Paul II and St. 
Faustina. The cost is $195 for a private 
room, $160 per person for a shared 
room and $85 for commuters. For 
more information or to register, contact 
cedarbrake@austindiocese.org or call 
(254) 780-2436.

Married couples are invited to at-
tend a Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend and renew their marriage with 
more warmth, passion and intimacy. 
Experience God’s love, forgiveness, 
and tenderness with one another. The 
next Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
weekend is Nov. 13-15 at Cedarbrake 
Catholic Retreat Center in Belton. For 
more information, visit www.austinme.
org or contact Steve and Linda Jaramillo 
at (512) 667-9963 or wwmeaustin@
gmail.com.

Diocese will gather for a dynamic day 
of prayer, praise and worship, presenta-
tions, workshops, games and fellowship, 
featuring keynote speaker Pat Millea. 
Cost is $30 for advanced registration 
(before Oct. 9) and $35 thereafter with-
out guarantee of a T-shirt. For more 
information, contact your parish youth 
minister or Jennifer Kodysz at (512) 
949-2467 or jennifer-kodysz@austin-
diocese.org.

“A Journey to Mercy: Rethinking 
the Death Penalty in Texas” will be 
held Oct. 23 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
the State Capitol Building Auditorium 
in Austin. The conference will feature 
panel discussions by state legislators, 
public policy leaders, clergy, and victims’ 
advocates on the aspects and conse-
quences of capital punishment in Texas. 
On Oct. 24, advocates will host a march 
and rally “Standing Against The Death 
Penalty - Walk for Life, Hope, Mercy” 
at 9 a.m. at St. Austin Parish in Austin. 
It will culminate at a rally on the South 
Steps of the Texas Capitol. Everyone is 
invited to demonstrate to policymakers 
their support for reforming the use and 
implementation of capital punishment. 
To learn more about the conference and 
the walk and to register, visit http://bit.
ly/1McTsbc.

Hispanic young adults are invited 
to Mass (in Spanish) on the last Friday 
of each month at 9 p.m. at Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Parish in Austin. Participants 
will pray the rosary beginning at 8:30 
p.m. For more information, contact 
Miguel Sanchez at (512) 949-2466 or 
miguel-sanchez@austindiocese.org.

Mary’s Touch will host a “Say 
the Rosary, Honor Mother Mary” 
event at Emmaus Parish on Oct. 30 at 
noon. Everyone is invited to honor the 
Blessed Mother by praying the rosary 
no matter where they are on Oct. 30 
at noon. Those in the surrounding area 
are welcomed to join Mary’s Touch at 
Emmaus to pray together. For more 
information, visit www.marystouch.org. 

The diocesan Offi ce of Evange-
lization, Catechesis and Family Life 
will host a Celebration of Families Fully 
Alive Nov. 14 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
Santa Cruz Parish in Buda. Schoenstatt 
Father Jesus Ferras will be the keynote 
speaker. The day will include refl ection 
with Mass, music, activities for children, 
information from different ministries 
and food for the whole family. The cost 
is $10 for adults (includes lunch) and $5 
for children (includes lunch). Register 
online at www.austindiocese.org.

The diocesan Unity Rosary will be 
held Nov. 17 at 7 p.m. at Holy Vietnam-
ese Martyrs Parish in Austin. The rosary 
will be prayed in a variety of different 
languages, and everyone is invited to 
celebrate our cultural diversity through 
Mary and the rosary. For more informa-
tion, call (512) 949-2426.

High school men interested in 
fi nding out more about the priesthood 
are invited to discernment dinners held 
on the fi rst Wednesday of each month 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at the RE Building 
at St. William Parish in Round Rock. 
The evenings include dinner and eve-
ning prayer with discussions about the 
priesthood, seminary and discernment. 
For more information, contact Father 
Francisco Rodriguez at frfrancisco@
saintwilliams.org or (512) 255-4473. 

Men over the age of 18 interested 
in fi nding out more about the priest-
hood are invited to discernment dinners 
held on the second Wednesday of each 
month from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at the Bor-
romeo House in Austin. The evenings 
include dinner and evening prayer with 
discussions about the priesthood, semi-
nary and discernment. For more infor-
mation, contact Father Jonathan Raia at 
fr-jonathan-raia@austindiocese.org or 
(512) 949-2430. 

The Heart of Jesus Men’s Dis-
cernment Retreat will be held Dec. 
18-20 at Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat 
Center in Belton. Catholic men (ages 
17 to 40) with an openness to a priestly 
vocation and at varying stages of dis-
cernment are invited. The cost is $35 
per person. For information, contact 
the Vocation Office at vocations@
austindiocese.org or (512) 949-2430. 
For information about vocations, visit 
www.austinvocations.com.

Discernment...
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Parish and community events................................
The St. Margaret Mary Mobile 

Loaves and Fishes Golf Tournament 
will be held Oct. 9 at Lago Vista Golf 
Club in Lago Vista. A steak dinner will 
be held afterwards in the Benish Center 
at St. Margaret Mary Parish in Cedar 
Park. The tournament will begin with a 
shotgun start at 1 p.m. The cost is $125 
per golfer. For further information and 
to register or donate, visit the website 
at www.stmargaretmarygolf.com or call 
Jason Ferguson at (512) 843-4473.

St. Mary Our Lady of the Lake 
Parish in Lago Vista will host its annual 
Oktoberfest Oct. 10 from 10 a.m. until 
3 p.m. on the parish grounds. Proceeds 
are split among four parish groups: the 
St. Vincent de Paul Society, the Women’s 
Guild, the Knights of Columbus, and the 
Men’s Club – who then use the funds for 
various ministries that benefi t the com-
munity. There will be baked good items 
and crafts for sale in the Parish Activity 
Center and children’s area, complete with 
petting zoo, a zip line, and a miniature 
train. A washer tournament and other 
games will go on throughout the day.

The Legion of Mary from St. Mar-
garet Mary Parish in Cedar Park will host 
the 2015 Public Square Rosary on Oct. 
10 at noon at Robin Bledsoe Park in 
Leander. Participants will pray the rosary 
together. For more information, contact 
Julia Canelo at (512) 589-5397.

San Francisco Javier Parish in 
Austin will host its annual Jamaica Oct. 
11 from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. on the parish 
grounds. Activities include games for all 
ages, bingo, cake walk, entertainment, 
delicious food, live music and fun for 
the whole family. For more information, 
visit www.sfjcc.org.

Bishop Joe Vásquez will celebrate 
the Feast of Our Lady of Schoenstatt 
and the fi rst anniversary of the Marian 

Shrine of Our Lady of Schoenstatt on 
Oct. 11. The pre-program will begin 
at 10:30 a.m. and Mass will begin at 11 
a.m. For more information, visit www.
facebook.com/SchoenstattAustin or call 
(512) 330-0602.

St. Mary Parish in San Saba will 
host its annual fundraiser Oct. 11 from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on the parish grounds. 
There will be food, games and entertain-
ment for all ages. A Mexican meal will be 
served starting at 11 a.m. until sold out. 

The 109th annual Westphalia 
Picnic and Homecoming will be held 
Oct. 11 at Church of the Visitation Par-
ish Hall in Lott. Homemade sausage, 
fried chicken and Westphalia noodles 
will be served from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. for 
$9 per plate. Live music will play from 
11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. There will be 
games for all ages and live auction at 2:30 
p.m. Westphalia sausage will be sold by 
the pound. Shuttle service from parking 
areas will be provided.

St. Paul Parish in Austin will host 
its annual Fall Festival Oct. 16 from 6 to 
10 p.m. and Oct. 17 from 1 to 10 p.m. 
on the parish grounds. Admission and 
parking are free. Activities include games 
for all ages, bingo, cake walk, a silent 
auction, food booths and live music.

The India Catholic Association 
of Central Texas will host its annual 
fundraiser, “A Taste of India 2015,” Oct. 
17 from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. at St. Thomas 
More Parish Activity Center in Austin. 
The evening will celebrate Utsav (Festi-
vals of India) with an evening of culture, 
traditional dance performances and 
delicious Indian cuisine. All proceeds 
will fund Mobile Loaves and Fishes in 
Austin as well as expansion of facilities 
at St. Mary’s School (run by the Indian 
Missionary Society in the rural tribal 
village of Rahargora, Jharkhand, India). 

Tickets are $25 and include dinner and 
entertainment. Visit www.austinica.org 
to purchase tickets or the Facebook page 
at www.facebook.com/austinica to learn 
more and receive event updates.

St. Stephen Parish in Salado will 
host its annual Fall Fest Oct. 18 from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on the parish grounds. 
There will be barbecue, Mexican food, a 
car show, live auction and games for all.

St. Mary Parish in Bremond will 
host its annual Homecoming Fall Fes-
tival Oct. 18 on the parish grounds. A 
meal of barbecue, Polish sausage and 
beef with all the trimmings will be served 
from 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. for $9 per 
plate. Activities include games for all 
ages, an auction 1 p.m. and bingo from 
4 to 8 p.m.

St. Paul Parish in Smithville will 
host its annual Bazaar Oct. 18 beginning 
at 11:30 a.m. on the parish grounds.

At “Enlisted” on Oct. 21 at 6 p.m. 
at St. Thomas Aquinas Parish in College 
Station, Chris and Kendra Bartlett will 
speak to high school youth about dating 
and relationships through the lens of faith. 
In separate sessions, Matt Rice and Alyssa 
Trutter will speak to middle school youth, 
in an age appropriate discussion. During 
these presentations, nationally known 
Catholic speaker Jim Beckman of the 
Augustine Institute in Denver, will lead a 
parent session, which will equip parents 
to discuss these hard topics with their 
children in the light of our Catholic faith. 
Please register online at www.ccfm.us.

Cathedral School of St. Mary in 
Austin will host its annual Fall Festival 
Oct. 25 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. There will be 
food, games, a silent auction, music, arts 
and craft vendors and much more. For 
information, call (512) 476-1480 or visit 
www.smcschoolaustin.org.

A Creole Mass and Procession 
in honor of Our Lord of the Miracles 
will be held Oct. 25 at 2 p.m. at St. Paul 
Parish in Austin. For more information 
contact milagrosausur@yahoo.com.

St. Martin de Porres Parish in 
Dripping Springs will hold its parish 
Festival Oct. 25 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on the parish grounds. Activities include 
food booths, games for all ages, bingo, a 
silent auction and more.

St. Mary Parish in Brenham will 
host its 25th annual Polish Heritage 
Festival Oct. 25 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on the parish grounds. Traditional Polish 
foods will be served from 11 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. for $8 per plate. Other activities 
include live music, a country stores, live 
auction and games for all ages.

St. Margaret Parish in Giddings 
will host its annual Fall Festival Oct. 25 
at the Sons of Hermann Hall on Hwy. 
77 South in Giddings. The dinner will 
begin at 11 a.m. and an auction will 
begin at 12:30 p.m.

St. John Vianney Parish in Round 
Rock will host its annual Vianney Fest 
Oct. 25 from noon to 5 p.m. There will 
be activities for all ages including food, 
games, live music, live and silent auctions, 
sports games, and more. Visit www.vian-
neyfest.org for more information.

The fifth annual Annunciation 
Maternity Home Charity Golf Tour-

nament will be held Oct. 26 at the Golf 
Club at Star Ranch. Registration opens at 
11 a.m.; shotgun start at 1 p.m. The cost 
is $125 per player, which includes golf, 
barbecue dinner and player’s bag. Spon-
sorship and volunteer opportunities are 
available. Visit www.thematernityhome.
org or call Alyssia at (512) 864-7755 for 
more information.

The Altar Society of St. Mary Par-
ish in Temple will host its annual Turkey 
Dinner and Bazaar Nov. 1 from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at the Knights of Columbus 
Hall, 2218 West Avenue D in Temple. 
It will feature a traditional Thanksgiving 
menu of roasted turkey and dressing with 
all the trimmings and a choice of dessert 
and beverage for $9 per plate. Take-out 
plates will also be available. Food will be 
served from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Other 
activities include a country store, crafts 
and a live auction beginning at 12:30 p.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Cemetery 
in Georgetown will host the annual All 
Soul’s Day Mass Nov. 2 at 4 p.m. at St. 
Helen Parish in Georgetown. Father 
Sang Quan will celebrate the Mass, after 
which participants are invited to Our 
Lady of the Rosary Cemetery where the 
burial sites will be blessed, wildfl ower 
seeds will be scattered and soul cakes 
and other refreshments will be shared. 
For more information, visit www.olotr.
com or call (512) 863-8411.

The annual Arts and Crafts Show 
will be held Nov. 7-8 from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at St. Margaret Mary Parish in Ce-
dar Park. Vendors will have hand-crafted 
jewelry, clothing, decorations and more. 
For more information or to request a 
vendor application, send an e-mail to 
artsandcrafts@stmargaretmary.com.

The Women’s Society of St. Luke 
Parish in Temple will sponsor their 
2015 Arts and Crafts Show Nov. 7 from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at St. Luke Parish. There 
will be a bake sale, hand-made quilts, 
needlework, woodwork, jewelry, Christ-
mas ornaments, candles and much more. 
Vendors who would like to participate 
may call Alice Messier at (254) 760-1104.

St. Joseph Catholic School in 
Killeen will celebrate 60 years of con-
tinuous education with a banquet Nov. 
7 at 7 p.m. in the St. Joseph Parish 
Activity Center. Tickets will be $20 per 
person or $35 per couple. The evening 
is sponsored by the Alumni Association 
of St. Joseph Catholic School, which 
is currently seeking to connect with 
alumni. All alumni are invited to the ban-
quet and asked to register by contacting 
Bernie and Kathy Swertner at bernie7@
earthlink.net or (254) 526-7266.

St. William Parish in Round Rock 
will present Vivaldi’s Four Seasons 
and Gloria Nov. 14 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
church. Dr. Gerardo Ramos will direct 
the concert. Tickets are $20 each and 
are available after Masses and online at 
www.saintwilliams.org.

The Women of Wisdom at Our 
Lady of Wisdom University Parish in 
San Marcos will host the annual Church 
Bazaar Nov. 14 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
There will be a variety of arts and crafts, 
crocheted items, jewelry, homemade 
goods and Christmas gift items. 

Eagle’s Wings Retreat Center
Presents its 2nd Annual 5K Fun Run/Walk

To register, visit our website 
www.ewrc.org.

Special prizes for groups with the most par  cipants!

Run with Leo!
Olympic Silver 

Medalist Leo Manzano 

to speak and run with 

runners

Saturday, D
ec. 5th

9:30 a.m. sta
rt  me

$35 to run

Fun pit st
ops along the way!

Prizes:
Best Bear Ou  it

Most Spirited
Fastest Runner
... and more!

A  er Party with:
Bear Claws

Pictures with Leo Manzano
Music, food and drinks!
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Dominion Family
Healthcare

Dr. Kimberly Warfi eld
Board certifi ed in Family 

Medicine & Internal Medicine
(512) 834-9999

11673 Jollyville Rd #205
Austin, TX 78759

FAMILY PRACTICE

William Stavinoha, M.D.
Family Practice –– Board Certifi ed

11671 Jollyville Road #102
Austin, TX

(512) 338-5088
www.stavinohamd.com

EAR, NOSE AND THROAT
Joseph M. C. Leary, M.D. 

Diplomate, American Board of Otolaryngology 
Pediatric and Adult

Including Ear Diseases Sinus Surgery 
Thyroid and Neck Surgery

6811 Austin Center Blvd., Ste. 300
Austin, Texas 78731

(512) 346-8888

FAMILY & INTERNAL MEDICINE

THYROID & ENDOCRINOLOGY

Oak Hill
Eye Care

Examination & Treatment
of Eye Disease
Lasik Surgery

Contact Lenses & Optical

 Monday through Friday
 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
 

David W. Tybor, O.D.
(512) 288-0444

6000 W. William Cannon
Bldg A, Suite 100, Austin
www.oakhilleyecare.com

OPTOMETRY

Ideal Weight Loss 
Medical Clinics

This will be your LAST Diet
 No drugs   100% natural   Medically monitored

 Lose ONLY fat   Preserve lean muscle
Anthony Hicks, MD, MPH 

4100 Duval Rd., Bldg IV, Ste 202, Austin 
(512) 577-6181

12912 Hill Country Blvd, Bldg F, Ste 238, Austin
(512) 470-9470

www.LastDietATX.com

MEDICAL SERVICES

DIRECTORY

ORTHODONTICS
Braces for Children and Adults

Michael Dillingham, D.D.S.
2 convenient locations in Austin

Call (512) 836-7924 or (512) 447-5194 to 
schedule a complimentary consultation

The Vitae Clinic, Inc., provides wellness, prenatal, delivery and 
postnatal care for women, expectant mothers and babies in accord 
with the teachings of the Catholic Church in conformity with the 
Ethical and Religious Directives for Catholic Healthcare services.

The Vitae Clinic
Jeremy Kalamarides, D.O.

The Jefferson Building
1600 W. 38th St, Ste 115

Austin, TX 78731
512-458-6060

To advertise in the Catholic Spirit Medical Services Directory, call (512) 949-2443, 
or e-mail catholic-spirit@austindiocese.org.

WEIGHT LOSS

OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY

Offi cial schedules
The offi cial schedules for Bishop Joe Vásquez and Bishop Daniel Garcia are listed below. Dates and times are subject to change.

Auxiliary 
Bishop 
Daniel E. 
Garcia

Bishop Joe 
S. Vásquez

toral Center, 9 a.m.
Oct. 16-19: Annual Meeting and Inves-

titure of Equestrian Order of the Holy 
Sepulchre of Jerusalem, Austin

Nov. 5: Secretariat Directors, 9 a.m.
Confi rmation, Santa Barbara Parish, 

Hornsby Bend, 6:30 p.m.
Nov. 6: Monthly Budget Meeting, Pasto-

ral Center, 9 a.m.
Confi rmation, St. Mary Catholic Center , 

College Station, 5:30 p.m.
Nov. 8: Confi rmation, St. Martin de 

Porres Parish, Dripping Springs, 11 
a.m.

Vespers with Schoenstatt Fathers, 7:30 
p.m.

Nov. 9: Secretariat Directors Retreat, 9 
a.m.

Nov. 10: Finance Council, Pastoral Cen-
ter, 11 a.m.

Nov. 11: Catholic Foundation Annual 
Meeting, 12 p.m.

Confi rmation, St. Joseph Parish, Bryan, 
6 p.m.

Nov. 12: Meeting with Paulist Leader-
ship, Pastoral Center, 10 a.m.

Confi rmation, Mountain View Prison, 
Gatesville, 6:15 p.m.

Oct. 5-8: Annual Priests’ Convocation, 
Marriott Hotel, Round Rock

Oct. 8: Red Mass, St. Mary Cathedral, 
Austin, 6 p.m.

Oct. 9: Catholic Charities Meeting, Pas-
toral Center, 8:30 a.m.

Oct. 10: Retreat for Religious, Pastoral 
Center, 9 a.m.

Oct. 11: Mass, Schoenstatt Shrine, 
Austin, 11 a.m.

Oct. 12: Pastoral Plan Launch Cer-
emony, St. Mary Cathedral, Austin, 7 
p.m.

Oct. 13: Presbyteral Council, 10 a.m.
Confi rmation, St. Paul Chong Hasang, 

Harker Heights, 6:30 p.m.
Oct. 14: Mass at Parish Staff Retreat, 

Cedarbrake, 9:30 a.m.
Confi rmation, Santa Cruz Parish, Buda, 

6:30 p.m.
Oct. 15: Monthly Budget Meeting, Pas-

Oct. 5-8: Annual Priests’ Convocation, 
Marriott Hotel, Round Rock

Oct. 7: Deans’ Meeting, Marriott Hotel, 
Round Rock, 12 p.m.

Oct. 8: Red Mass, St. Mary Cathedral, 
Austin, 6 p.m.

Oct. 9: Confi rmation, St. Mary Parish, 
Temple, 6:30 p.m.

Oct. 10: Retreat for Religious, Pastoral 
Center, 9 a.m.

Oct. 11: Confi rmation, St. Margaret Par-
ish, Giddings, 2 p.m.

Oct. 12: Pastoral Plan Launch Cer-
emony, St. Mary Cathedral, Austin, 7 
p.m.

Oct. 13: Presbyteral Council, 10 a.m.
Oct. 14: Parish Staff Retreat, Cedar-

brake, 9:30 a.m.
Oct. 16-19: Equestrian Order of the Holy 

Sepulchre of Jerusalem, JW Marriott 
Hotel, Austin

Oct. 20: Investment Committee, 9:30 a.m.
Oct. 21: Workshop for New Pastors and 

New International Priests, Pastoral 
Center, 9 a.m.

CSA Donor Reception, Chancery, 6 p.m.
Oct. 22: Priestly Life and Formation 

Committee, 10 a.m.
Mass to dedicate new chapel at convent 

in Buda, 5 p.m.
Oct. 23: CSA Staff Reception, 12 p.m.
Oct. 24: Middle School Youth Rally 

Prayer Service, Sacred Heart Parish, 
La Grange, 9 a.m.

Nov. 1: Mass and dedication of Reli-
gious Education Building, Holy Family 
Parish, Copperas Cove, 12:30 p.m.

Nov. 5: Secretariat Directors, 9 a.m.
Nov. 6: NAPM Austin Chapter of Music 

Directors, St. Theresa, Austin, 7 p.m.
Nov. 7: Confi rmation, Our Lady of 

Lourdes Parish, Gatesville, 10 a.m.
Confi rmation, St. Thomas, Hamilton, 2 

p.m.
Nov. 8: Confi rmation, St. John and St. 

Mary, Fayetteville, 10 a.m.
Nov. 9: Secretariat Directors Retreat, 9 

a.m.
Nov. 10: Finance Council, 11 a.m.
Nov. 11: Catholic Foundation Annual 

Meeting, 12 p.m.
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EL OBISPO JOSÉ S. 
VÁSQUEZ es el quinto 
obispo de la Diócesis 
de Austin. Es pastor 

para casi 500,000 
Católicos en 25 
condados en el 

Centro de Texas.

Editora: Obispo Vásquez, este 
mes, el proceso de implementa-
ción del Plan Pastoral comienza 
mientras el plan es distribuido a 
los sacerdotes y las parroquias. Por 
favor recuérdenos los tres objetivos 
del plan.

Obispo Vásquez: Nuestro Plan 
Pastoral lleva por título “Encuentro 
que Lleva a la Transformación”. La 
visión primaria del plan es invitar a 
todos a un encuentro renovado con 
Jesús, el cual entonces, lo cambia todo 
y nos llena de gozo.

“La alegría del Evangelio llena los 
corazones y la vida entera de aquellos 
que encuentran a Jesús. Quienes se 
dejan salvar por Él son liberados del 
pecado, de la tristeza, del vacío 
interior, del aislamiento. Con Cristo 
el gozo nace renovado constante-
mente… Deseo alentar a los fi eles 
cristianos a embarcarse en un nuevo 
capítulo de evangelización marcado por 
este gozo, al tiempo que señala nuevos 
caminos para el viaje de la Iglesia en 
los próximos años,” escribió el Papa 
Francisco en “Evangelii Gaudium”. Con 
esto en mente, existen tres objetivos 
o metas que la Diócesis de Austin ha 
formado para ayudarnos a encontrar y 
ser transformados por Cristo.

El primer objetivo es proveer 
de formación espiritual que lleva al 
encuentro con Cristo. El segundo es 
desarrollar una cultura de ministerio 
que sustente esta transformación. Y el 
tercero es fortalecer nuestro testi-
monio y alcance para que así, más 
individuos y comunidades puedan ser 
transformadas.

Estos objetivos son críticos porque 
cada uno de ellos apunta de regreso 
hacia la importancia de ese original 
encuentro transformador con Cristo. 
Es en, y a través de ese encuentro que 
nuestras vidas son transformadas y 
nuestra fe se profundiza de manera que 
podamos ayudar a otros a darse cuenta 
del gozo de Cristo.

Editora: ¿Cuál considera que es 
la parte más importante del plan?

Obispo Vásquez: El aspecto más 
importante del plan es ese encuentro 
con Jesucristo. Creo que la gente ha 
tenido y está teniendo encuentros 
con Jesucristo diariamente. Nuestra 
diócesis y nuestras parroquias proveen 
de programas excelentes, proyectos y 
catequesis que suceden ya actualmente; 
con este Plan Pastoral queremos ex-
tender estas actividades. Porque somos 
transformados por Cristo, queremos 
dar testimonio para involucrar a más 
personas efectivamente para que Cristo 
se convierta en la fuente de toda nues-

tra actividad.
Yo, específi camente quiero subrayar 

las dimensiones comunales y sacra-
mentales de nuestra fe, las cuales son 
abordadas por el Plan Pastoral.

Para nosotros como Católicos, 
nuestra fe es comunal. Encontramos 
a Cristo en la comunidad de la iglesia. 
En ocasiones, esto puede ser difícil de 
entender por que la iglesia –– fundada 
por el Espíritu Santo — está también 
compuesta por seres humanos. No so-
mos perfectos y debemos de recordar 
que ninguna comunidad es perfecta. 
Es por esto que la iglesia siempre está 
necesitada de renovación y reforma. 
Pero nadie debe dudar de que la iglesia, 
el cuerpo de Cristo, fundada por Dios, 
es donde encontramos  a Jesucristo.

En segundo lugar, nuestro encuen-
tro con Jesús es sacramental. Nos en-
contramos con Jesús en los sacramen-
tos, especialmente en la celebración 
semanal de la Eucaristía. Lo encon-
tramos en las Escrituras proclamadas 
en la Misa. Lo encontramos también 
en la gente –– en nuestros diáconos, 
sacerdotes y obispos y en la comuni-
dad entera. Somos el cuerpo de Cristo 
y los sacramentos sostienen a nuestras 
comunidades en la fe.

Por la naturaleza comunal y sacra-
mental de nuestra fe, nuestros sacer-
dotes son esenciales. Como una dióce-
sis, debemos apoyar las vocaciones 
y ayudar a nuestros sacerdotes a ser 
pastores y líderes efectivos. Debemos 
también ver cómo estamos formando 
a nuestros laicos. Más y más, laicos 
están tomando roles de liderazgo en 
nuestras parroquias y organizaciones. 
Por lo tanto, necesitamos hacer todo 
lo que podamos para apoyarlos mien-
tras asumen más responsabilidades.

Editora: El Sínodo de la Fa-
milia se llevará a cabo al comienzo 
de octubre, ¿Cómo se relaciona el 
Plan a la familia?

Obispo Vásquez: El primer 
objetivo del Plan Pastoral menciona a 
la familia inmediatamente. La familia 
es la iglesia doméstica, un lugar de 
crecimiento transformador  y espiri-
tual para la formación de discípulos. 
La “iglesia doméstica” simplemente 
signifi ca que en la familia, la iglesia ya 
se encuentra presente. La vida familiar 
es una bella bendición de Dios cuando 
tenemos padres que aman a sus hijos 
e hijos que responden al amor de sus 
padres. Los padres son los primeros 
maestros de sus niños en la fe.

Por que las familias son esenciales, 
ellas quieren saber que la iglesia les 
da la bienvenida, las nutre, las sos-
tiene y las sana. Muchas familias se 
encuentran experimentando el estrés 
de la vida cotidiana y la iglesia debe 
estar ahí para ayudar a fortalecerlas de 
manera que puedan continuar siendo 
la iglesia doméstica. Nuestras familias 
son la unidad básica de la sociedad en-
tera. Familias fuertes hacen una iglesia 
y sociedad fuertes.

Editora: Mirando hacia delante, 

comenzaremos el Jubileo de la 
Misericordia en Diciembre ¿Cómo 
incorpora el Plan Pastoral a la mi-
sericordia?

Obispo Vásquez: Yo creo que 
el Plan Pastoral incorpora inherente-
mente a la misericordia a través de 
cada uno de sus objetivos. La mi-
sericordia no se trata únicamente del 
perdón de los pecados. En su sentido 
más amplio, la misericordia se trata de 
que la gente tenga la relación correcta 
con Dios y con los otros. La iglesia 
es el instrumento de misericordia que 
refl eja la cara compasiva de Dios. 
Necesitamos llevar la misericordia de 
Dios a todas partes — a nuestros ho-
gares, nuestras escuelas, nuestras co-
munidades y nuestras prisiones. Como 
verdaderos discípulos de Cristo, esta-
mos llamados a salir al mundo y dar 
testimonio de la misericordia de Dios.

En este año de Jubileo, todos 
nosotros necesitamos experimentar la 
misericordia de dios. Debemos animar 
a nuestros compañeros Católicos a 
acudir a la confesión y venir a Misa y 
a participar en la vida de la iglesia. La 
misericordia signifi ca invitar a Católi-
cos que se han alejado a que regresen 
a la iglesia y si han sido lastimados de 
alguna manera por la iglesia, ayudar-
los a que encuentren sanación y fe 
renovada. La iglesia es nuestra madre 
que nos nutre y sostiene y siempre 
está lista para acogernos y como 
comunidades de fe, queremos dar la 
bienvenida a toda la gente.

Editora: Mientras que la dióce-
sis avanza en la implementación 
del Plan Pastoral ¿Cómo puede el 
Católico promedio participar?

Obispo Vásquez: El Comité 
Directivo del Plan Pastoral, facilitado 
por Charlene O’Connel, ha trabajado 
muy duro para preparar este plan y 
desarrollar un proceso de implement-
ación estructurado para el plan. Quie-
ro reiterar que el plan no se trata solo 
de jerarquías o de ciertos grupos de 
gente, se trata de toda la diócesis tra-
bajando junta para ayudarnos mutua-

mente a encontrar a Cristo y entonces 
transformar nuestras vidas y nuestros 
ministerios. Por lo tanto, pido a todos 
los Católicos de la Diócesis de Austin 
que estudien este plan y se familiari-
cen con él.

Una guía de estudio se encuentra 
disponible que ayudará a la gente a 
entender cómo cada aspecto del plan 
los afecta a ellos, a sus familias, a sus 
parroquias y a nuestra diócesis. La 
guía de estudio está diseñada para ayu-
dar a las personas a estar conectadas, 
y por lo tanto a contribuir a la imple-
mentación del plan. Está dividida en 
siete áreas de refl exión que siguen la 
estructura del Plan Pastoral. Para cada 
refl exión, una oración de apertura se 
ofrece, la cual está tomada del YOU-
CAT Libro de Oración Juvenil. Esta 
es seguida, ya sea por una cita de la 
Escritura o por una cita relacionada 
tomada de algún documento de la 
iglesia. Las preguntas de refl exión y la 
guía de estudio están diseñadas para 
ayudar a los Católicos a enfocarse en 
su viaje de fe para profundizar en su 
relación con Jesucristo y su iglesia y 
convertirse en “testigos inspiradores y 
creíbles” de nuestra fe Católica.

Editora: ¿Cuál es su oración 
para el nuevo Plan Pastoral?

Obispo Vásquez: Existe una 
bella oración que fue desarrollada para 
el plan, y quisiera citar parte de ella 
por que resume bellamente el plan 
pastoral: “Que el gozo del Evangelio 
transforme nuestras mentes para ver 
nuevas posibilidades y ser visionarios 
proféticos. Danos la perspicacia  que 
necesitamos para fortalecer a nuestra 
iglesia. Que siempre seamos un signo 
de fe, esperanza y caridad, un refugio 
donde todos sean bienvenidos en el 
nombre de Jesús”. La oración está 
disponible en www.austindiocese.org/
pastoral-plan-prayer.

Oro por que, mientras profundiza-
mos en nuestra relación con Cristo, 
nos involucremos más en la iglesia y 
seamos testigos y discípulos excelentes 
en este mundo.  

Encontrando a Cristo, transformando nuestros corazones

ENCUENTRO que Lleva a la 
TRANSFORMACIÓN
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POR PEGGY MORACZEWSKI
CORRESPONSAL

En las próximas semanas, 
el Obispo José Vásquez pre-
sentará su Llamado Para Los 
Servicios Católicos 2015-2016 
(CSA por sus siglas en inglés), 
“Manos de Misericordia,” un 
tema en armonía con el anun-
cio del Papa Francisco del Año 
de Misericordia que comienza 
en diciembre.

El CSA ofrece a cada 
parroquiano la oportunidad de 
convertirse en parte de algo 
más grande de lo que puede 
obtenerse individualmente, 
dijo Scott Whitaker, Director 
de la Secretaría de Corres-
ponsabilidad, Desarrollo y 
Comunicación de la Diócesis 
de Austin.

Imagine a la diócesis como 
un enorme centro de recursos 
que provee a 127 parroquias 
con sacerdotes y diáconos, 
y también con directores de 
educación religiosa (DREs) 
entrenados y certifi cados, 
competentes ministros juve-
niles y directores de escuelas 
Católicas. El CSA permite fl o-
recer a estos y a muchos otros 
programas vitales a lo largo de 
la diócesis.

Los programas en cada 
parroquia son con frecuencia 
fortalecidos por programas 
diocesanos que entrenan a los 
entrenadores. Por ejemplo, la 
Ofi cina de Evangelización y 
Catequesis entrena a DREs 
parroquiales y a catequistas du-
rante todo el año, en inglés, es-
pañol y vietnamita. De manera 
similar, los directores de es-

El Llamado Para Los Servicios Católicos extiende las 
‘Manos de Misericordia’ a toda la diócesis

cuelas Católicas son proveídos 
de desarrollo profesional por la 
Ofi cina de Escuelas Católicas 
y ministros juveniles tienen 
acceso a recursos para ayudar a 
organizar sus programas.

“Estamos disponibles para 
trabajar uno-a-uno con nuevos 
ministros juveniles parroquia-
les,” dijo Alison Tate, directora 
diocesana del Ministerio de 
Jóvenes y Jóvenes Adultos.

La inscripción para la 
57ma. Conferencia Diocesana 
de Juventud Católica (DCYC 
por sus siglas en inglés) 
comenzará pronto. El año 
pasado, cerca de 2,500 
estudiantes participaron y un 
número de adolescentes recibi-
eron becas de fondos del CSA.

“Tengo el sueño de tener 
un fondo que va a proveer 
los fondos para el DCYC, de 
manera que cada joven pueda 
asistir gratuitamente,” dijo 
Whitaker. Aunque el CSA no 
es dicho fondo,  permite dar 
fondos para los programas 
mayores que afectan a la dióce-
sis entera de manera continua.

“CSA nos permite proveer 
de cuidado pastoral gratuito 
y de retiros para mujeres y 
hombres que han pasado por 
un aborto para ayudarles a 
sobrevivir la tragedia posterior 
a un aborto,” dijo DeeAnn 
Smith, directora asociada de la 
Ofi cina Pro-Vida.

Más del 50 por ciento de 
los fondos del CSA se destinan 
para la formación del clero, 
incluyendo diáconos, semina-
ristas y sacerdotes que sirven en 
la actualidad en nuestras parro-
quias, y sacerdotes retirados.

“El Llamado Para Los 

Servicios Católicos 
ayuda a sacerdotes 
retirados a man-
tener su dignidad… 
Se va a asegurar de 
que tengan seguro 
médico en el atar-
decer de sus días,” 
dijo Whitaker.

El cuidado de la 
salud cuesta más de 
$15,000 anualmente 
por sacerdote 
retirado; los costos 
educacionales de un 
seminarista cuestan 
$40,000 al año. No 
sería posible para 
las parroquias llevar 
estas cargas fi nancieras, pero 
cuando se comparten, la carga 
se aligera y cosas maravillosas 
suceden, dijo.

Chris Yeager es un semi-
narista en el Seminario de St. 
Mary’s en la Universidad de 
St. Thomas en Houston. Él se 
graduó en 2012 de la Univer-
sidad de St. Edward’s  y tiene 
una licenciatura en historia. 
Él comenzó a orar por su 
vocación hacia el fi nal de su 
tercer año en St. Edward’s.

“Comencé con la simple 
pregunta, ¿qué quiere Dios de 
mi vida? Y después de más 
oración, la respuesta….se 
aclaró,” dijo Yeager. Para él, 
el CSA se trata de gratitud y 
confi anza.

“El CSA siempre me lleva 
a la gratitud. Me da esperanzas 
que la gente de Dios crea en la 
importancia del trabajo de la 
iglesia (y) que estén dispuestos 
a apoyarlo. Más aún, su apoyo 
muestra su esperanza en mí 
como un futuro sacerdote. 

Me permite concentrarme 
libremente en mi formación 
como un futuro sacerdote. 
También, su apoyo es un signo 
de confi anza. Confi anza de 
que voy a pasar este tiempo 
preparándome diligentemente 
para el sacerdocio y el servicio 
para que avance la misión de 
Cristo,” dijo.

La diócesis entera se be-
nefi cia cuando 42 seminaristas 
son ordenados sacerdotes, 
cuando estudiantes universi-
tarios están comprometidos 
con su fe Católica, y cuando 
nuestros diáconos y volunta-
rios sirven a través del min-
isterio a encarcelados. Nos 
benefi ciamos a través de la 
gracia y misericordia de Dios 
cuando más de 5,000 perso-
nas son confi rmadas en la fe y 
cuando familias traumatizadas 
encuentran refugio y con-
suelo. El año pasado, el CSA 
proveyó a Caridades Católicas 
del Centro de Texas, brazo de 
la justicia social de la diócesis, 

con $250,000 para asistir con 
el fi nanciamiento de pro-
gramas tales como el esfuerzo 
de alivio en desastres ofrecido 
a víctimas de las inundaciones 
del Memorial Day.

Al fi nal de este mes, una 
carta del Obispo Vásquez 
llegará al buzón de cada hogar 
Católico registrado, dándoles 
las gracias a cada uno por 
su apoyo pasado e invitán-
doles a participar en el fi n de 
semana del compromiso del 
CSA 2015-2016 a principios 
de noviembre. Información 
adicional será proveída pos-
teriormente a través de cada 
parroquia.

La misericordia es “el 
puente que conecta a Dios y 
al hombre, abriendo nuestros 
corazones a la esperanza de 
ser amados para siempre…” 
escribe el Papa Francisco en 
Misericordiae Vultus. Que 
todos extendamos las Manos 
de Misericordia en el año que 
viene. 

Próximos eventos
El Rosario de la Unidad reúne a personas de toda la 

diócesis para celebrar nuestra diversidad cultural a través de María 
y el Rosario.  Este esfuerzo existe en respuesta al Nuevo Plan 
Pastoral de la Diócesis de Austin y al deseo de honrar y celebrar 
nuestra fe y nuestras comunidades culturalmente diversas.  Únase 
a nosotros el martes 17 de noviembre a las 7 p.m. en la Parroquia 
Holy Vietnamese en Austin. Una recepción se ofrecerá después 
del servicio. Por favor, siéntase libre de unirse a nosotros y traer 
un postre del país de su preferencia para compartir ¡Todos son 
bienvenidos! Si usted habla un idioma distinto al inglés y quisiera 
participar, por favor contacte a la Ofi cina del Ministerio Hispano 
llamando al (512) 949-2426. 

Marque su calendario el día sábado 5 de diciembre. 
Todos son bienvenidos a reunirse en la Parroquia de St. Anthony 
Marie de Claret a las 8 a.m. para la procesión que se llevará a 
cabo por las calles de Kyle mientras cantamos y honramos a 
Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe. La procesión terminará al volver a 
la parroquia en donde el Obispo Daniel García, Obispo Auxiliar 
de la Diócesis de Austin celebrará Misa ¡Después de la Misa ce-
lebraremos a Nuestra Señora con comida y festividades! Un libro 
para la procesión con anuncios de negocios y organizaciones de 
toda la diócesis será distribuido a todos los asistentes. Si usted, 
su organización parroquial o negocio quisiera más información 
sobre cómo unirse en este gran día, por favor contacte a Edgar 
Ramírez, escribiéndole a edgar-ramirez@austindiocese.org o 
llame al (512) 949-2468.

EL PAPA FRANCISCO se dirige al Presidente de Estados Unidos, Barack Obama e 
invitados, durante una ceremonia de bienvenida en el Jardín Sur de la Casa Blanca en 
Washington el 23 de septiembre. Para mayor información sobre la visita del papa a los 
Estados Unidos, visite www.austindiocese.org. (Foto CNS/Paul Haring)
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para El 
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Mundial de 
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Es Nuestro 
Mundo En 

Misión

www.OneFamilyinMission.org
Manténgase en contacto... 
Descargar Missio hoy!

POR ENEDELIA J. OBREGÓN
CORRESPONSAL

Imagine poder asistir a 
Misa sólo algunas veces al año 
por que no hay sufi cientes 
sacerdotes. Eso es lo que el 
Padre Paul Hudson, pastor de 
St. Mary, Church of the 
Assumption en West, encontró 
en su misión de verano de una 
semana en la Honduras rural.

En el viaje, él hizo lo que 
normalmente hace: administró 
sacramentos, celebro Misas, 
ungió a los enfermos, escuchó 
confesiones. Pero para la gente 
de alrededor del pueblo de 
El Progreso, Honduras, para 
quienes sirvió en su ministe-
rio, el tenerlo realizando esas 
actividades fue extraordinario.

El Progreso es el hogar de 
Friends of Los Niños, una de 
las misiones apoyadas por la 
Ofi cina de Misiones Diocesana, 
la cual fue establecida hace 
tres años por el Obispo José 
Vásquez. Christina Krueger es 
la coordinadora de Misiones 
diocesana.

Mientras el Padre Hudson 
celebraba Misa con huérfanos 
y bendecía muchas casas en 
Monte Olivo, una pequeña 
población rural, la cual también 

Las misiones necesitan nuestro apoyo y oraciones
Friends of Los Niños sirve mi-
nisterialmente, la palabra se regó 
y él terminó yendo de pueblo en 
pueblo haciendo lo mismo.

“Mi entendimiento es que 
Monte de los Olivos no había 
visto un sacerdote en años,” dijo 
el Padre Hudson, cuya mamá es 
de México y quien es bilingüe 
y bicultural. “Otro sacerdote 
viene una vez al mes a las comu-
nidades montañosas”.

Cuando la campana de la 
iglesia sonó para la Misa diaria, 
las personas del pueblo estaban 
muy sorprendidas al principio, 
pero rápidamente llenaron la 
capilla.

“Fue muy conmovedor  ver 
su fe y cuánto apreciaron el ten-
er un sacerdote,” dijo el Padre 
Hudson. “Vi a Dios trabajando 
en estas personas”.
Como serviría Jesús

El último viaje de misión 
que el Padre Hudson había rea-
lizado lo había hecho mientras 
estaba en el seminario. Él fue 
a la Ciudad de México con los 
Misioneros de Caridad y ayudó 
a personal a limpiar cuartos y a 
cuidar a los residentes, quienes 
tenían discapacidades men-
tales o problemas sicológicos. 
Después, durante el pasado 
febrero, él fue invitado a asistir 
a una reunión del Consejo de 

Misiones Diocesano. Durante 
la reunión, el obispo aprobó 
el enviar sacerdotes a visitar 
algunas de las misiones que la 
diócesis apoya. 

El Obispo Vásquez quiere 
que los sacerdotes hagan el 
viaje de misión como Cristo lo 
haría – enseñando, sanando y 
haciéndose presentes en todo 
momento, dijo Krueger.

“Estoy encantada de que 
el Padre Hudson pudo traba-
jar con Friends of Los Niños 
y pudo servir a la gente de 
Progreso,” dijo. Krueger tam-
bién sirve como presidenta del 
Consejo de Misiones Diocesano, 
como director diocesano de las 
Sociedades Pontifi cales Misio-
neras de Estados Unidos y como 
un miembro del comité directivo 
para la Asociación Misionera 
Infantil de Estados Unidos, una 
Sociedad Pontifi cal. 

Las sociedades pontifi cales 
son el brazo ofi cial de la iglesia 
encargadas de apoyar las misio-
nes diocesanas en el mundo y 
de hacer trabajos de caridad en 
todo el mundo. Ellas también 
reúnen fondos para las iglesias 
misioneras más pobres de la 
Iglesia Católica. Están bajo la 
jurisdicción canónica del papa.
Apoyando a las misiones

Católicos de alrededor del 
mundo apoyan a las 
misiones a través de 
la oración continua y 
una colecta especial 
del Domingo Mun-
dial de las Misiones, 
la cual se realiza el 
penúltimo domingo 
de octubre. Este 
domingo cae en el día 
18 de octubre.

Desde 1989, los 
parroquianos en la 
Diócesis de Austin 
también apoyan a las 
misiones a través de 
la campaña cuaresmal 
de Ashes to Easter 
(De las Cenizas a la 
Pascua). Este año, 
más de $131,000 
fueron recolecta-
dos vía las cajas de 
cartón moradas, dijo 
Krueger.

Los misioneros 
enviaron aplicacio-
nes a la Ofi cina de 
Misiones diocesana 
para recibir fondos 
de la campaña Ashes 
to Easter. Además de 
Friends of Los Niños, 
la campaña también 
apoya a:

New Hope for 
Cambodian Children 
fundada por John y 
Kathy Tucker de la 
Diócesis de Austin. 
Desde 2006, ellos han 

servido en ministerio a niños 
abandonados con HIV/Sida.

St. Francis Medical 
Mission comenzada por Tino 
Hernández, un parroquiano 
de la Parroquia de St. William 
en Round Rock. La misión de 
este año viajara a Guatemala 
en octubre. Doctores, farma-
céuticos, dentistas, enfermeras 
de triage y gente que los apoya 
dan su tiempo voluntariamente 
y pagan por su propio viaje. 
Este año el Padre Pedro Gar-
cía acompañará a la misión.

Hope for Río Dulce en 
Guatemala, comenzada por 
Ryan Eckert de la Parroquia de 
St. Helen en Georgetown. Esta 
misión trabaja con la comu-
nidad indígena de los Qéqchi. 
Los proyectos se enfocan en 
desarrollo comunitario a través 
de la educación, la catequesis y 
retiros. El proyecto de este año 
es equipar un dormitorio para 
niñas.

Holy Cross Mission Center 
of Notre Dame dirigido por 
el Padre John Herman, un 
sacerdote de la Santa Cruz. Él 
ayuda a los pobres en Nuestra 
Madre Santísima de la Luz en 
la Arquidiócesis de Monterrey, 
México. La parroquia consiste 
de una iglesia y dos capillas; 
el Padre Herman celebra 15 
Misas cada fi n de semana.

Krueger dijo que la Ofi cina 
de Misiones recibe alrededor 
de 250 peticiones para el Plan 
Misionero Cooperativo Dioc-
esano de parte de grupos mis-
ioneros de todo el mundo cada 
año. Todos los que aplican, los 
cuales deben enviar cartas de 
idoneidad, son notifi cados de 
si su petición ha sido aceptada 
o declinada. El Consejo de 
Misiones Diocesano revisa y 
selecciona 34 organizaciones 
misioneras. Antes de que se 

tome una misión, Krueger no-
tifi ca a los pastores y obispos 
del grupo que se encuentra 
pidiendo ayuda y de aquellos 
recibiéndola de manera que 
todos sepan lo que todos los 
demás están haciendo.
Llamado Bautismal

El Papa Francisco continúa 
recordando a todos los Católi-
cos que estamos llamados a 
ser misioneros por virtud de 
nuestro bautismo. La iglesia está 
creciendo en lugares inespera-
dos y la Propagación de la Fe 
busca ayudar a los Católicos a 
ayudar a misioneros en Asia, 
África, Latinoamérica, las Islas 
del Pacífi co y Europa del Este. 
El año pasado, la Propagación 
de la Fe se enfocó en Mongolia 
– la iglesia más joven – durante 
el Mes de las Misiones Mundia-
les.

“Cuando nos reunimos en 
la mesa Eucarística, necesita-
mos tener en mente a la iglesia 
universal y a nuestros herma-
nos y hermanas en partes del 
mundo que se encuentran en 
extrema pobreza y a las iglesias 
muy jóvenes,” dijo Krueger. 
“A través de estos fondos 
para la Propagación de la Fe 
no solo estamos fortaleciendo 
nuestra iglesia local, sino que 
esos fondos van hacia los más 
pobres de la iglesia”.

La gente experimenta el 
amoroso corazón de Jesús 
a través de la presencia de 
iglesias locales y a través de los 
misioneros que les sirven, dijo.

“Mi esperanza es que en 
el Domingo Mundial de las 
Misiones todas las parroquias 
apoyarán la colecta de la 
Propagación de la Fe y hon-
rarán a todos los misioneros y 
los sacrifi cios que éstos hacen 
para servir en el ministerio en 
el extranjero,” dijo. 

EL PADRE PAUL HUDSON pastor de St. Mary, Church 
of the Assumption, en West, visitó El Progreso, Honduras 
el pasado verano. (Foto por Alex Wolf)
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POR DEKARLOS BLACKMON
COLUMNISTA INVITADO

Octubre es el Mes Respete-
mos la Vida en las parroquias 
Católicas a lo largo de nuestra 
nación. Este evento anual 
provee de un tiempo para en-
focarse en la verdad y dignidad 
de la persona humana.

Ver la televisión, escuchar la 
radio, leer el periódico y navegar 
la internet nos muestra cuánto 
una sociedad incrementalmente 
secular está constantemente 
intentando competir con nuestra 
santidad. Nos consideramos 
una sociedad sofi sticada, pero 
con frecuencia nos quedamos 
tratando de encontrar sentido a 
las varias incongruencias con la 
cultura de vida, tales como per-
sonal policial atacando a civiles 
que no están armados, un joven 
abriendo fuego en un lugar de 
culto, un hombre asesinando a 
periodistas durante una 
entrevista en vivo, el aborto 
legalizado y la pena capital.

En nuestra cultura, la vida 
humana está repetidamente 
bajo ataque. Desde el mismo 
momento de la concepción 
hasta la muerte natural, la vida 
es amenazada porque nuestra 
sociedad ha perdido el ver-

dadero signifi cado de humani-
dad, respeto y básica dignidad 
humana. Nunca debemos de 
perder de vista el hecho de que 
Cristo se convirtió en carne 
para que nosotros pudiésemos 
conocer el amor benéfi co de 
Dios (1 Jn 4:9) y para hacernos 
“partícipes de la naturaleza 
divina” (2 Pt 1:4). San Juan 
Pablo II en Evangelium Vitae 
nos explica que “es absoluta-
mente imperativo el respetar, 
amar y promover la vida de 
cada hermano y hermana, de 
acuerdo con los requerimientos 
del amor abundante de Dios 
en Jesucristo”. (77)

Cada uno de nosotros fue 
hecho a imagen y semejanza 
de Dios, y por ello, debemos 
afi rmar el valor intrínseco de 
la vida humana y la dignidad 
de cada ser humano de una 
manera que transforme la 
cultura de la sociedad secular. 
Esta prioridad no está limitada 
a una vida humana “particu-
lar”, sino que, la prioridad es 
afi rmar la dignidad de “cada” 
vida humana por que cada vida 
humana tiene valor.

El Papa Francisco nos re-
cuerda, “Toda vida tiene un 
valor inestimable, aún la más 
débil y más vulnerable, los 
enfermos, los viejos, los no-

natos y los pobres”. 
Como dice el tema de 
Respetemos la Vida 
2015-2016 de la Con-
ferencia de Obispos 
Católicos de Estados 
Unidos, “Cada una de 
nuestras vidas, merece 
vivir, sin importar las 
circunstancias”.

Nosotros, la gente 
de Dios del Centro 
de Texas debemos 
recordar que mientras 
que el ser pro-vida es 
una parte integral del 
trabajo de vida, caridad 
y justicia en la diócesis, 
ser pro-vida involu-
cra también las serias 
preocupaciones por 
el hambre excesiva, la pobreza, 
la gente sin hogar, la violencia, 
la eutanasia, la pena capital y la 
ausencia de adecuado cuidado 
de la salud. No podemos apoyar 
a aquellos que promueven la 
extensión del aborto, la eu-
tanasia, la pena capital y los 
muchos otros padecimientos 
que destruyen la dignidad de la 
vida humana, y al mismo tiempo 
declarar que están personal-
mente opuestos a los males que 
ellos apoyan o respaldan. No 
podemos continuar permitiendo 
a aquellos que reclaman una 

creencia en la “opción” escapar 
de la responsabilidad moral de 
“escoger la vida”.

Evangelium Vitae nos 
presenta inequívocamente que 
debemos “predicar el Evange-
lio de la vida, para celebrarlo 
en la Liturgia y en nuestra 
completa existencia, y para ser-
virle con los varios programas 
y estructuras que apoyan y 
promueven la vida”. (79) La 
manera en que somos en la 
comunión procesional durante 
la Santa Eucaristía es la manera 
en que debemos de ser en el 

mundo cada día.
La Ofi cina de Vida, Cari-

dad y Justicia anima a todos 
a participar abiertamente en 
programas e iniciativas que 
defi endan la dignidad de cada 
vida humana. Que nunca 
olvidemos que Jesús vino 
para que tuviéramos vida, y la 
tuviéramos en abundancia (Jn 
10:10). Tomemos con serie-
dad nuestra obligación moral 
para defender la vida humana 
en cada etapa y en cada edad, 
desde la concepción hasta la 
muerte natural. 

Cada vida humana importa
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THE FINANCE COUNCIL from St. Mary Parish 
in Wimberley presented donations to the local 
Knights of Columbus and St. Vincent de Paul Soci-
ety to help those who continue to recover from the 
spring fl oods. (Photo courtesy James D. Svetlik)

THE KNIGHTS OF 
COLUMBUS COUNCIL 
5967 from Austin helped 

the Austin LifeCare 
Center purchase a new 

ultrasound machine. 
This is part of the 

Knights’ Ultrasound Ma-
chine Initiative Program. 
(Photo courtesy Carlos 

J. Gonzalez)

ST. LOUIS CATHO-
LIC SCHOOL in 
Waco celebrated its 
feast day on Aug. 
25 with a special 
visit from their patron 
saint, St. Louis IX, 
King of France, 
portrayed by sev-
enth grader, Joseph 
Pankonien. (Photo 
courtesy Brandy 
Kramolis)

ST MARY, OUR LADY OF THE LAKE PARISH at Lago 
Vista held a Ministry Fair after Mass on Aug. 8. (Photo 
courtesy Ron Smith)

A SEVENTH GRADER at Holy Family 
Catholic School in Austin won second place 
in the Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
National Education Contest, Music Division 
II. (Photo courtesy Christine Holmes)

ST. THOMAS AQUINAS 
PARISH in College Sta-
tion celebrated the kickoff 
of their faith formation year 
with a Mass of thanksgiving 
followed by time to meet 
their teachers. 

THE CHILDREN helped Father 
Edwin Kagoo build a church out of 
blocks. They started out with only 
“CH … CH” and he helped them 
understand that “U-R” (you are) 

the CHURCH. (Photos courtesy Shannon Rother)

MORE THAN 30 CHILDREN gathered in 
July for St. Mary Cathedral’s second annual 
Chant and Choir Camp. The children sang 
traditional Gregorian chants and hymns for 
the Cathedral’s Extraordinary Form Latin 
High Mass on Aug. 2. (Photo courtesy 
Brooks Whitmore)

THE GREATER AUS-
TIN AREA CHAPTER 

of the Knights of Co-
lumbus held an Austin 
Supreme Convention 
dinner in August. The 

proceeds supported 
Texas state charities. 

Participants came from 
19 Austin Diocese 

Councils and Bishop 
Daniel Garcia was the 

keynote speaker. (Photo courtesy Kevin A. Brinkman)

THE UNIVERSITY CATHOLIC CENTER 
in Austin held a Welcome Retreat and 
other activities to welcome the students 
back to the University of Texas. (Photos 
courtesy Carol Filip)

THE ST. STEPHEN 
WOMEN’S SOCI-
ETY from Salado 
donated funds for 
the tabernacle and 
baptismal font at 
St. Stephen Parish. 
The new church 
was dedicated Sept. 
26. (Photo courtesy 
Joann LaCanne)
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THE SRI LANKAN FATIMA ROSARY 
GROUP prayed the rosary for the 100th time 

on Aug. 15 at St. Vincent de Paul Parish in 
Austin. More than 150 participated including 

Fathers Ed Koharchik and Ranjan Cletus. 
(Photos courtesy Leroy Fernando) 

BISHOP JOE VÁSQUEZ blessed 
the Holy Family Chapel at St. 
Joseph Parish in Marlin on Aug. 
29. (Photos courtesy Charles and 
Nellie Yezak)

THE ST. STEPHEN KJT SOCIETY from 
St. Louis Parish in Austin recently made 
donations to the Food Pantry and to the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society at Sacred Heart 
Parish in Austin. (Photos by Sara Vitek)

STS. CYRIL AND METHODIUS PARISH in Marak dedi-
cated and blessed the Father Walter Matus Pavilion Aug. 
23 during the annual homecoming picnic. Father Matus 
passed away in 2014. (Photo courtesy Merlene Slavik) 

KJZT SOCIETY #6 from 
Bryan held its 17th an-

nual Garage Sale on Aug. 
1 and raised more than 

$7,000 for Red-C Ra-
dio, St. Joseph Catholic 

School, St. Joseph Parish 
and 40 Days for Life. (Pho-

to courtesy Liz Zemanek)

FIVE MEMBERS of St. Ignatius Martyr Parish were 
blessed recently and sent off by the community to begin 
discernment in the seminary or convent. (Photo courtesy 
Father Bill Wack)

THE AUSTIN 
DIOCESE LEAD-
ERSHIP TEAM for 
the Catholic Daugh-
ters of the Americas 
traveled to San 
Antonio for a three 
day Organizational 
Meeting at the Ob-
late Renewal Cen-
ter. (Photo courtesy 
Laura Pena)

MORE THAN 100 pro-life ministry leaders 
and volunteers attended the annual Gather-
ing for Parish Pro-Life Ministry Coordinators 
at St. Stephen Parish in Salado. (Photos 
courtesy DeeAnn Smith)

ST. JOHN NEUMANN PARISH in 
Austin hosted Vacation Bible School 
Aug.10-14. The theme was “Jour-
ney off the Map,” with 376 students 
attending.

PARISHIONERS 
served with Mobile 
Loaves & Fishes at 

Community First Village on Aug. 16. The 27-acre community pro-
vides affordable, sustainable housing for the disabled, chronically 

homeless in Central Texas. (Photos courtesy Michelle Fontana)

THE GUADALUPA-
NAS from Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Parish 
in Taylor made their 
annual pilgrimage to 
the Basilica of Our 
Lady of San Juan del 
Valley National Shrine. 
(Photo courtesy Emily 
Salazar)


